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SEPTEMBER 15 
GOOD SHEPHERD

Big Idea: 
Jesus is our Good Shepherd. This passage gives us insight into the heart of Jesus for 
His people. Many people mistakenly view Jesus as an uncaring authoritarian who coldly 
demands obedience or, in the other extreme, as a pushover who winks at our 
indiscretions. This image of a strong, caring, and personally involved shepherd that 
Jesus describes challenges both of those caricatures. How do you see Jesus, and how 
do you believe He looks at you? 

Cultural Background: 
It was a common practice for multiple flocks of sheep to be kept in one pen for safety 
and efficiency. In this scenario, someone is placed on watch to ensure that the people 
who come into the pen are the owners of the sheep. With possibly hundreds of sheep 
from differing flocks milling around in one pen, how do you tell the flocks apart? The 
sheep know and respond to the call of their shepherd. 

The Shepherd 
Read John 10:1-6 

What are some differences between a thief and the shepherd? 

How does each view the sheep? 

The sheep hear the distinct voice of their shepherd and respond by following him. Each 
flock would know and respond to the voice of their shepherd while the other sheep in the 
pen would ignore the call. What would have had to happen previously for this to be 
possible? 
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The shepherd gives a general call to the flock to follow him, but he also goes a step 
further. What more does he do and what does that say about the shepherd’s relationship 
with his sheep? 

Flocks were often large in size, making this intimate knowledge surprising. What does 
this imply about God's relationship with you today? 

Shepherding has undergone a lot of changes based on geography, technology, and 
even philosophy. Often in a European pastoral context we see shepherds using 
sheepdogs to drive the flock where they need to go while the shepherd watches from 
behind. Where is the shepherd in this passage, and why is that significant? 

Do you feel like God is leading you or driving you? Why? 

In verse 6 we see that those listening to Jesus didn't understand the significance of what 
He was saying. Based on the context (read the last few verses of the preceding 
chapter), who was Jesus talking to? What characters would they have represented in 
Jesus' analogy? 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd 
Read John 10:1-6 

Jesus shifts the analogy. No longer does the shepherd come to the door to call his 
sheep; He is the door. Earlier, the imagery assumed that the sheep were already in the 
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pen and a part of his flock. Here they are outside of the pen and invited into his flock. 
Who are these sheep outside of the pen in Jesus’ analogy? 

The thief, Jesus says, comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. A thief who steals makes 
sense, but what about the rest? How is that contrasted with the goal of the shepherd? 

What purposes do you believe God has for your life? 

Jesus has already presented Himself as a shepherd, but what makes Him the "good 
shepherd" in this text? How is He different from others who watch over the flock? 

Read Ezekiel 34.  
Based on Ezekiel's message, who owns the sheep, and how does God view the 
religious leaders in Israel? How does that relate to John 10? 

The hirelings in John 10 are not presented as evil like the thief is, but they fall short of 
God's expectations. Why? 

The idea that a shepherd would put himself in harm’s way to protect the flock was 
laudable, but perhaps expected. Jesus takes this a bit further and says that He lays 
down His life for the sheep. Why would that be surprising to those listening? 
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Jesus presents a picture of intimate knowledge, protection, provision, and a wiliness to 
lay down His life for the sheep He loves. Many people today imagine Jesus as a nice 
guy who was a bit of a pushover or as a judgmental authoritarian figure who demands 
obedience. How does Jesus’ description of Himself here differ from those views? 

Read Psalm 24.  
The Lord is my shepherd. What does that mean for you today? 

Notes 
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SEPTEMBER 22 
RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS

Big Idea: 
Jesus was away when His dear friend Lazarus fell ill and died. After an intentional delay, 
Jesus goes to visit the grieving family members. Each one cries out that if only Jesus 
would have been there, then Lazarus wouldn’t have died. That question continues to be 
at the center of a lot of pain and doubt even to this day. If God is all-loving and all-
powerful, why do bad things still happen to us? Couldn’t God step in? Does that mean 
He doesn’t really care? This passage gives us a close look at both the providence of 
God and the profound compassion of God. 

Cultural Background: 
There was a cultural superstition in Jesus’ day that a person’s spirit lingered around the 
dead body for 3 days. After that time, the soul departed and the process of death was 
complete and final. This puts Jesus’ decision to wait 4 days until after Lazarus’ death in 
a culturally significant light. 

Jesus Waits 
Read John 11:1-16 

What does verse 3 imply about the kind of relationships Jesus had outside of His 
disciples? 

In verse 4, Jesus seems to make a puzzling statement. Having read the story, how can 
this not have led to death, and how could something like this be to God's glory? 

Tensions have risen between Jesus and the religious officials to the point that they are 
actively trying to kill him. What is the irony in Jesus’ going down this path to bring His 
friend back from the dead? 

Read verse 14. How was Jesus not being there a good thing? Do you think Mary and 
Martha felt good about it? 
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Jesus Grieves 
Read John 11:17-37 

How would you characterize Martha's faith? How much does she believe about Jesus? 

Martha points to a tension we all feel: Jesus loved Lazarus; Jesus could have healed Lazarus; 
Jesus didn't heal Lazarus before he died. In what ways have you or someone close to you asked 
a similar question? 

Read verses 25-26. How would you paraphrase (in your own words) what Jesus is saying? 

"Jesus wept." It is the shortest verse in the Bible and a powerful one. Why did Jesus weep if He 
knew He was about to see His friend Lazarus again as soon as He raised him from the dead? 
What does this say about the emotional connectedness of Jesus? 

Scripture often points to the tension of right now vs one day. Does God care about your 
situation today even knowing that it will one day be made right? 

Jesus Resurrects 
Read John 11:38-44 

The timing of Jesus’ request worried Martha. Even today we "prepare bodies" to look as close to 
what they did in life. What is the hard reality Martha is concerned about facing? 
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Why is it significant that Lazarus has been dead for 4 days? 

What was the purpose of Jesus saying His prayer out loud? 

Jesus calls Lazarus back from the dead with His voice. What does that remind you of in 
Scripture? 

Glorifying God isn’t just about singing or speaking words that praise Him. Oftentimes in John’s 
gospel the word has the idea of God revealing Himself. Jesus glorified God by revealing who He 
was to the world around Him. How did (and does!) the death and resurrection of Lazarus glorify 
God? 

How do the hard and tragic parts of your life glorify God? 



JOHN: SIGNS OF LIFE STUDY GUIDE | 12 

Notes 
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SEPTEMBER 29 
ANOINTING JESUS 
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SEPTEMBER 29 
ANOINTING JESUS

Big Idea: 
Mary, the sister of Lazarus, was serving Jesus dinner. Overcome with gratitude and 
worship of Jesus as the Messiah, she gives an extravagant, over-the-top, offering to 
Jesus in the form of an expensive perfume. Her radical generosity challenged those 
around her and created a stir. It still challenges us today.  

Reading the Text: 
The writers of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) are revealing more about 
who Jesus is. They were inspired and used by the Spirit of God to preserve the message 
of Jesus through their perspective. There are many examples of the same story being 
repeated in the gospels and yet at different points in Jesus’ ministry. One author may 
highlight a certain detail while another doesn’t mention it at all. Why is that?  

The gospel writers tended to arrange their material thematically instead of 
chronologically. Similarly, certain details will be highlighted in one narrative because they 
help build toward the writer’s thematic purpose. The important point to remember is that 
these thematic highlights are different but not contradictory. 

The Setting: 
Read the following narratives: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8. 

What are 7 differences between how this story is presented in Matthew and Mark 
compared to how it is told in John? 

Where does this story fit in the timeline of Jesus’ ministry as presented in Matthew? 
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What does John connect this story to? Look at the previous chapter and the following 
chapter for context. 

The Anointing: 
Mary comes before Jesus with a pound (or pint) of expensive ointment with which to 
anoint Jesus. Why do you believe John notes the amount of oil? 

Matthew notes that Mary brought this in a special alabaster jar, and Mark notes in his 
account that she broke the jar to anoint Jesus. What does this imply about her goal and 
intention? 

Cultural Background: 
This ointment (a high-quality oil from the Nard plant) could possibly have been passed 
down as a family treasure, or perhaps the family was wealthy. Either way, the cost of the 
gift was tremendous. The text notes that it was over 300 denarii which equated to one 
day’s wage. Assuming one didn’t work on the Sabbath, that represented 1 full year’s 
worth of full-time employment. 

How long (in hours) do you think it would have taken for that oil to wear off? 

What are some reasons why this could be seen as a waste? 
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It is hard for many of us to think of spending that amount of money for such a seemingly 
low-impact, short-term gesture. If Mary could speak to us today, what reasons do you 
think she would give as to why it was “worth” it? 

Not only does Mary spend considerable resources in that moment, but she also offers 
her own self in service to Jesus by wiping His feet with her hair. It was an incredibly 
humble gesture that must have caused a stir for a woman of her stature. How does this 
foreshadow Chapter 13, and what does that say about Mary? 

The Pushback: 
This extravagant gesture challenged those in the room. What was the voiced concern 
and what was the real concern? 

Why do extravagant offerings challenge us? Try to list some reasons, both positive and 
negative.  

Jesus defends Mary’s actions by saying that God had ordained that very moment as a 
foreshadowing of His death. This event takes place right before the Passover. What is 
significant about that? 

This wasn’t an everyday, normal event for Mary. She was responding to the gratitude of 
having her brother raised from the dead and the Messiah in her home. How is what we 
see connected to how we respond? 
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How does this story challenge our return-on-investment-driven pragmatic culture? 

Those who see the extravagant offering of Jesus often respond in kind. What does your 
current response to God say about what you see in Jesus?  

Notes 
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