
 

Fall • Lesson 12David and Saul

Tell that David was kind to 
King Saul

Name a way to be kind to others

Show kindness to others in class

Who? 
David, David’s friends, King Saul, King
Saul’s army soldiers

What? 
David showed God’s love to King Saul when
Saul was not kind to him (1 Samuel 26)

When & Where?
While Saul was king of Israel

Why? 
To help children know that God helps us
be kind to others, even when it’s hard

Teacher Challenge:
Read 1 Samuel 26. 

How can this story make a dif-
ference in your own life and in
the lives of the children you
teach? 

At one time, David’s music
brought peace to King Saul.
Over time, King Saul’s jealousy
of David grew out of control.
David was in constant danger
of his life. Several times, David
had the chance to kill Saul. But
David refused, calling Saul the
Lord’s anointed. David was
willing to remain in danger to
preserve the life of the man
who wanted to kill him. David
was willing to wait for God’s
timing to take over as king. He
was humble, not grasping after
power he knew would right-
fully be his.1

2
3

89
Bible Verse 

“With love, help each other.” 
(See Galatians 5:13.)

Goals for each child

• How do you respond kindly when others are unfair and unkind?

• What strategies and solutions could you pass along to the children in your class?

Since all the children in your class are learning appropriate social behavior, such as taking
turns and sharing, there will be many opportunities to practice being kind to those who are
not kind to them. Take time with the children in your class to think of creative ways to deal
with problems. These life lessons give children tools with which they are then 

able to obey the Bible’s instruction to “help each other.”
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Prepare Fall • Lesson 12

Art Center 
Make a large Bible story scene and talk
about David’s kindness to King Saul
Materials: Bible, 5-foot (1.5-m) square
of butcher paper, marker, construction
paper, glue

Dramatic Play Center 
Pretend to sleep outdoors, and talk
about David’s kind actions
Materials: Bible, one or more sleeping
bags or blankets, flashlights

Blocks Center 
Help each other make a block line, and
talk about ways to be kind
Materials: Bible, masking tape, blocks

Game Center 
Pick up blocks and toys and talk about
ways to show kindness and help others
Materials: Bible, blocks, toys, box

Check off one
or more options for 

each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: None

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible

Prayer 
Materials: None

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player

Puppet Time 
Materials: Buddy puppet, picture of dog

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 65-70 from 
Visual Resources, rock, flannel board

1 Play to Learn
20 - 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 - 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 12 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, markers or crayons

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible, Activity Poster 3 from
Visual Resources

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time. 
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Play to Learn Fall • Lesson 12

Tip for Younger Children
Cut or tear paper before class.
Provide glue sticks for children
to use instead of glue bottles. 
Assist children as needed.

Tip for Younger Children
Show nighttime pictures from

one or more children’s books. In-
vite children to point to things in

the pictures that they might see if
they were camping outdoors.

Bible Story Activities
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Art Center
Collect
Bible, 5-foot (1.5-m) square of butcher paper, marker, construction
paper (dark blue, green, brown and yellow), glue.

Prepare
On butcher paper, outline an outdoor scene (hills, pond, trees,
clouds, etc.).

Do
Children tear construction paper into pieces.
Then children put dots of glue on butcher
paper and press torn paper pieces onto the
glue (blue pieces on sky, green pieces on
trees and brown pieces on hills). Children fill
outline of scene and then add yellow
paper pieces for stars and a
moon. Briefly talk about
Bible story.

Dramatic Play Center
Collect
Bible, one or more sleeping bags or blankets, flashlights.

Do
Children lay on sleeping bags
or blankets and pretend to
sleep outdoors. If possible, dim
the lights in the room and in-
vite children to use flashlights
as you talk about today’s Bible
story.

Teaching Tip
To make the activity more fun, lead children in singing some fun camp-
fire songs and pretend to roast marshmallows over a pretend fire.

Talk About
• Refer to open Bible. Our
Bible story today tells about a

time David was kind to King Saul.
God helped David be kind, even though

King Saul was mean to David.

• King Saul was sleeping outside. When David
found him, he didn’t try to hurt King Saul. 

• I see Michael sharing with J.B. That’s a way to be
kind. What’s another way to be kind? God will
help us be kind, too. We can ask God to help us.
Pray with children, Dear God, help us to be kind.
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Play to Learn

Tip for Younger Children
Start by placing a few
blocks on the masking-tape
line and invite children to
come help cover the rest of
the line.

Fall • Lesson 12Bible Verse Activities

Blocks Center
Collect
Bible, masking tape, blocks.

Prepare
In an open area of the room, make a masking-tape line on the floor.

Do
Children help each other to place blocks along masking-tape line.

Help children name times they
can help family members or oth-
ers in the class.

Teaching Tip
Instead of a making a straight
line, make zigzags or a large circle. 

Game Center
Collect
Bible, blocks, toys, box.

Prepare
Scatter blocks and toys around an open area.

Do
At your signal, children quickly
pick up blocks and toys to place
in box. Talk with children about
ways that they can be kind and
help others in class. Repeat as
time permits.

Enrichment Idea
Ask children to pick up all red blocks and toys first. Re-

peat with other colors until all the blocks and toys
are put away.

Tip for Younger Children
Pick up toys and place in 

box with children.

Talk About
• Refer to open Bible. The
Bible says, “With love, help

each other.” We can help others by
being kind.

• You can help pick up your toys. You can take
turns when you play with your friends. These

are ways you can be kind. What is another kind
thing you can do?

• Calvin, who do you play with when you’re at
home? How can you be kind when you play with
Joseph?

• God can help us be kind. Pray, Dear God, help
us to be kind. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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Listen to Learn Fall • Lesson 12Large-Group Time
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Collect
Bible, Figures 65-70 from Visual Resources, Preschool Music #1 CD and
player, Buddy puppet, picture of dog, rock, flannel board; optional—
God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.

Come Together
I am glad to see so many friends today. Let’s clap for our
friends when we say their name. Andrew is here! Children clap
and cheer. Rebecca is here! Continue naming and clapping for each
child. (Note: If you have a large group, name more than one child at
a time.)

Bible Verse
Open Bible to Galatians 5:13. The Bible says, “With love, help
each other.” Who can we help and be kind to? Repeat Bible
words, using the name of a person in the class in place of “each other.”
With love, help Mr. Jerry. How can we be kind and help Mr.
Jerry? Cleaning up the toys when Mr. Jerry says it’s cleanup
time is a way to be kind. Repeat with other names. 

Teaching Tip
Sometimes when a child names a person, understanding who the
child is talking about is difficult. Don’t be afraid to admit that you
didn’t understand. Ask the child to tell you again or to point to the
person he or she is talking about. 

Prayer
Dear God, please help us to be kind. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Teaching Tip
Invite each child to take a turn to stand up while you pray for that
child. Dear God, thank You for Candace. Please help her to be
kind to others. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Song
Play “What Are You Gonna Do?” (track 4 on CD) several times, invit-
ing children to sing along with you. There are many ways to show
God’s love and be kind! Marcela, when you and your brother
are playing with blocks, how can you be kind? Sebastian, how
can you be kind to your friends
when you play at the park?

Puppet Time
Use Buddy puppet and picture of
dog to perform the puppet script on
the last page of this lesson. 

Bible Story 
Use rock and Figures 65-70 to help
tell the Bible story on the next page.
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Listen to Learn Fall • Lesson 12David and Saul
1 Samuel 26

Introduction
Show rock. What is this? Volunteers
tell. In our story today, David was hid-
ing in some hills full of caves and rocks.
Listen to hear how David showed God’s
love. (Hold Bible open to 1 Samuel 26 as
you tell the following story.)

David Hides from King
Saul
Step-step-step. King Saul and his men
looked for David all day. King Saul was angry with David. King Saul
wanted to find David and hurt him.

Finally, King Saul and his men stopped for the night and set up their
camp. King Saul slept on the ground. His men slept all around him. 

David Visits King Saul
While King Saul and his men were asleep. David and his men found
King Saul’s camp. Very quietly, David and one of his friends tiptoed
into King Saul’s camp. 

“Here’s our chance,” whispered David’s friend. “King Saul wants to
hurt you. Now let’s hurt him!”

“No!” whispered David. “That would be wrong. Let’s just take his
spear and water jug.” So David and his friend picked up the king’s
spear and water jug. Then they quietly ran to the top of a high hill.

David Surprises King Saul
“Wake up!” David shouted. David held up King Saul’s spear and jug.
“See what happened while you were asleep!” King Saul and his men
heard the shouting. They looked around and saw that the spear and
the jug were gone.

“Is that you, David?” King Saul called out.

“Look!” David shouted. “I have your spear. Let one of your men come
and get it. I could have hurt you, but I did not.” King Saul said he was
sorry for the way he had treated David. 

David turned around and walked back to his men. He could have hurt
King Saul, but he didn’t. David showed love for God by being kind to
King Saul, even though it was hard.

Conclusion
David showed God’s love to King Saul, even when King Saul
was unkind. The Bible says, “With love, help each other.” We
can ask God to help us show His love and be kind. (Optional: 
Review story by using pages 181-185 in God’s Story for Me Bible 
storybook.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

Hide a water bottle and toy spear near the sto-
rytelling area. (Optional: Make spear out of paper.)

Whisper while telling about David and his friend qui-
etly going over to Saul. Tiptoe over to the hidden water

bottle and spear. Take the water bottle and spear back to
the storytelling area. Hold up the items while telling about
Saul waking up.

94
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Talk to Learn Fall • Lesson 12

TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 12 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, markers or crayons.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and sticker pages, and
markers or crayons. Demon-
strate how to complete the
page. Then as children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Verse Game 
Collect
Bible, Activity Poster 3 from Visual Resources.

Do
The Bible says, “With love, help each other.” One way to help
others is to be kind to them. Show Activity Poster 3. I see a kind
boy. Can you find what
I see? Continue to give
clues until a child points
to a boy in the picture
being kind. What is the
kind boy doing? Repeat
with other people in the
picture.

See

Galatians

5:13.

“With love, help each other.” 

Flip a coin to move along the game path.

Move one space for heads and two for tails.

Let’s talk!Who can be kind in eachpicture? How can you be kind to someone in class?

I finished!

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

1 2
3

4 5

Add stickers to the picture. Count the boxed items.

Fall • Lesson 12 • Ages 2 & 3

Name

Let’s talk!
How was David kind to King
Saul? Who is kind to you?
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Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions and give to children to
take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite
children to sing  along as they 

isten to  “What Are You Gonna
Do?” (track 4), “Come On In!”

(track 1) and/or “Wave Good-Bye”
(track 14) on Preschool Music #1 CD.

Talk About
• King Saul was mean to David.
But David was kind to King Saul.

• Who was King Saul looking for? What did
David choose to do when King Saul was

mean to him?

• The Bible says, “With love, help each other.” We
can ask God to help us be kind and help others.

• Sebastian, what do you like to do at home? How
can you be kind when you draw with your
brother?

Fall • Activity Poster 3

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Find people showing God’s love.Find people showing God’s love.
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Puppet Script Fall • Lesson 12

Doing Good Can Be Hard
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Leader: (Looks at picture next to Buddy.) Buddy, that is a very good
picture.

Buddy: (Sounds sad.) Thanks. 

Leader: Who’s in the picture?

Buddy: Oh, that is . . . I mean . . . was my very best friend, Scruffy.
(Sighs.)

Leader: What do you mean “was”? 

Buddy: Well, Scruffy was my very best friend. We have been friends
since we were puppies.  

Leader: Really? Well, it sounds like you aren’t friends anymore.

Buddy: We aren’t. I’m not very happy with him right now.

Leader: Why?

Buddy: We were playing, and then he took my favorite chew toy
from me. So I don’t think I will ever talk to him again.

Leader: I’m sorry, Buddy. That wasn’t very kind of him to take your
chew toy. 

Buddy: No, it wasn’t. He really hurt my feelings. (Sniffles.)

Leader: I can see that. But are you doing good by not talking to him? 

Buddy: I guess not.

Leader: Doesn’t that make Scruffy sad?

Buddy: Probably, but he wasn’t very kind to me. 

Leader: You’re right. He wasn’t very kind. But God still wants us to
do good to others, even when they do unkind things. 

Buddy: Really? So even though he wasn’t very kind to me, I should
still be kind to him?

Leader: That would be the good thing to do. How do you think you
can show kindness to Scruffy?

Buddy: Hmm. Well, I can still be friends with him and forgive him
for taking my chew toy.

Leader: I think you’ve got a plan to do good!   

Buddy: You know what?

Leader: What?

Buddy: I think I’m going to go find Scruffy right now and invite him
over to play.

Leader: That’s a great idea, Buddy.
You go do that! And thanks
for reminding us that God
helps us do good to others,
even when it’s hard.
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