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David and Jonathan
Who?

King Saul, servants, David, Jonathan

What?

David was kind to King Saul by playing
his harp for him. Jonathan showed
kindness to David by giving him gifts
(1 Samuel 16:15-23; 18:1-4; 19:1-7)

When & Where?
While Saul was king of Israel

Why?

To help children learn to be good friends

Goals for each child

1
2
3

Describe ways David and Jonathan
showed kindness
Tell ways to show kindness to friends
Show kindness to friends in class

Bible Verse

“A friend loves at all times.”
Proverbs 17:17

Fall • Lesson 11

Teacher Challenge:
Read 1 Samuel 16:15-23;
18:1-4; 19:1-7.
How can this story make a difference in your own life and in
the lives of the children you
teach?
King Saul was often troubled,
but David’s music calmed him.
So David came to stay with the
king. During this time, King
Saul’s son struck up a friendship with David that continued
for years. David and Jonathan
had a give and take relationship. Each one invested in the
life of the other. They trusted
each other with their very
lives. Kindness was the basis
for this deep friendship.
• How do you and your friends show kindness to each other?
• How can you model kindness to the children in your class? What are some practical
ways you can encourage the children in your class to be kind every session?

The children in your class will learn some things by listening and observing. Some things
can be explicitly taught. This instruction allows you to get feedback to see that each child
hears and understands what you are teaching. One way to do this is to tell the class why you
do certain things and give them a chance to do it, too. This lesson on being kind to each
other is a perfect place to use explicit teaching and to see that they understand what you are
teaching by their actions. Ask God to guide you as you develop a lesson that produces
results.
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Prepare
1
2

Fall • Lesson 11

20-30 minutes

10-15 minutes

3 Talk to Learn

Teachers guide small groups of
children in one or more activities

One teacher leads this large-group time to
guide children in hearing and understanding
the Bible story and Bible verse

Teachers guide small groups of children
to complete TalkTime activity page and
other activities as time allows

Play to Learn

Listen to Learn

15 minutes

Dramatic Play Center

Come Together

TalkTime Activity Page

Dress up like David and Jonathan and
pretend to give each other gifts
Materials: Bible, simple Bible-times
costumes, toy instruments, gift bags

Materials: None

Materials: Bible, Lesson 11 TalkTime

Bible Verse

activity page and sticker page for yourself and each child, markers or crayons

Game Center
Play a game with partners to show a way
of being kind to each other
Materials: Bible, a variety of small toys,
container for the toys, one towel for
each pair of children

Materials: Bible

Prayer
Materials: Everyday Life Poster 5 from
Visual Resources

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible, large paper cups,

scissors

Song
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and

Art Center
Make a paper friendship chain and talk
about showing kindness to friends
Materials: Bible, construction paper in
a variety of skin tones, scissors, markers,
stapler

Music Center
Play a game to share instruments
Materials: Bible, Preschool Music #1
CD and player, a variety of rhythm
instruments
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player

Puppet Time
Materials: Daffodil puppet, handmade

card

Bible Story
Materials: Bible, Figures 59-64 from

Visual Resources, gift-wrapped box or gift
bag, flannel board

Check off one or
more options for
each step of the lesson

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during
cleanup time.
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Tear out this Bible Tuck-In™ and place it in your Bible for class use.

Play to Learn

Bible Story Activities

Fall • Lesson 11

Dramatic Play Center

Game Center

Collect

Collect

Bible, simple Bible-times costumes (bath robes and belts, fabric to
drape over shoulders, etc.), toy instruments, gift bags.

Bible, a variety of small toys, container for the toys, one towel for
each pair of children.

Do

Prepare

Children dress up like David and Jonathan. Briefly tell the Bible story
and guide children to act out playing instruments for King Saul and
giving each other gifts.

Place several toys on one side of
an open area of your classroom.
Place a container for the toys on
the other side of the area.

Teaching Tip
Make simple Bible-times tunics by cutting a slit for child’s head in
the middle of a square of fabric. Children tie
tunics at the waist with a strip of fabric.

Do
Children line up in pairs by toys. Give each pair of children a towel.
Children hold onto the edges of towel. Place a toy in the center of
each towel. At your signal, pairs begin walking across the room,
helping each other hold the toy on their towel. Children place toy
in container and return for a new toy to carry together.
Continue as time and interest allow.

Talk About

• In our Bible story today,
we’ll hear about a young man
named David. He had a good friend
named Jonathan. Jonathan gave his
coat to his friend David.

Teaching Tip
As children play, watch for ways they help each
other and are kind. Be sure to tell children the
ways you see them be kind to each other, just
as David and Jonathan were kind.

• Hold your Bible open to Proverbs 17:17. The Bible
says, “A friend loves at all times.” Jonathan
showed God’s love and was kind to David.
Kindergarten Challenge
Children take turns directing
others to act out ways David
and Jonathan showed love.

• I see Katie and Emily are helping each other. Helping is a way to be kind to friends.
• We show God’s love by being kind to our friends.
Who is a friend you can be kind to?

Kindergarten Challenge
For each round of the game,
call out a different number.
Children carry that number
of toys on their towels.
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Play to Learn

Bible Verse Activities

Fall • Lesson 11

Art Center

Music Center

Collect

Collect

Bible, construction paper in a variety of skin tones, scissors, markers,
stapler.

Bible, Preschool Music #1 CD and player, a variety of rhythm instruments (at least one for each child).

Prepare

Do

Cut construction paper into large gingerbread people shapes.

Give each child a rhythm instrument. As you play “What Are You
Gonna Do?” (track 4 on CD), children play instruments and march
around in a circle. After a few moments, stop the music. Each child
gives instrument to the child behind him or her. Start music again. Children continue to march and
play and periodically change instruments.

Do
Children draw faces, hair and clothes on people shapes to make pictures of themselves and their friends. Help children print names on
the people shapes to show who they are. Staple people shapes together at the hands to make a friendship chain. Display the chain in
your classroom.

Teaching Tip
Teaching Tip
Precut people shapes in a variHave on hand extra instruments for children
ety of skin tones are availwho are behind someone who feels unwillable at teaching
Talk About
ing to pass his or her instrument. Quickresource stores.
• Open your Bible to Proverbs
ly handing a child a new instrument
17:17. The Bible says, “A friend
will allow the game to continue
loves at all times.” When you play
without disruption.
with a friend, what are some ways to be
kind? (Let friend choose first which toys to
play with. Help friend clean up toys.)
• When you and a friend are playing with dinosaur
toys, how can you be kind?

84

Kindergarten Challenge
Children make a friend in the
room, choosing paper that
matches friend’s skin color and
yarn that matches friend’s hair
color.

• What are some ways we’re being kind to our
friends in class today?
• Anna and Seth, I see that you are taking turns.
Taking turns is a way to be kind to a friend.
• What are the names of some of your
friends? Pray, Thank You, God, for
Natalie’s friend Sara.

Kindergarten Challenge
Each time you stop the
music, call out a different
way to pass the instruments
(over your head, between your
legs, to the outside, etc.).
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Tear out this Bible Tuck-In™ and place it in your Bible for class use.

Listen to Learn

Large-Group Time

Collect

Prayer

Bible, Everyday Life Poster 5 and Figures 59-64 from Visual Resources,
Preschool Music #1 CD and player, Daffodil puppet, handmade card,
gift-wrapped box or gift bag, flannel board; optional—God’s Story for
Me Bible storybook.

Show Everyday Life Poster 5.
How many friends are in
this picture? How many
friends are in our room?
We can thank God for our
friends. Lead children in
prayer. Thank You, God, for
our friends. Help us show
Your love by being kind to
our friends. In Jesus’
name, amen.

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children come to the area. Say,
Use your eyes. Use your eyes.
Look around and see.
I see a friend with a green shirt.
Tell me who you see.
Volunteer names or points at child wearing a green shirt. Repeat as
time permits, describing other children.
Kindergarten Challenge
After several rounds, invite volunteers to say the rhyme.

Bible Verse
Open Bible to Proverbs 17:17. The
Bible says, “A friend loves at all
times.” When does a friend show
love? (At all times. All of the time.) Lead
children to repeat verse while touching
head, shoulders, knees and then toes,
using one motion as each word of the
verse is said. Repeat several times.

Fall • Lesson 11

Fall • Everyday Life Poster 5
© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Song
This song tells us ways we can be kind to others. Play “What Are
You Gonna Do?” (track 4 on CD), inviting children to sing along with
you. Point to a different person in the group each time the word “you”
is sung.

Puppet Time
Use Daffodil puppet and handmade card to perform the puppet script
on the last page of this lesson.

Bible Story
Use gift-wrapped box or gift bag and Figures 59-64 to help tell the
Bible story on the next page.
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Listen to Learn

David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 16:15-23; 18:1-4; 19:1-7

Fall • Lesson 11

Introduction

Jonathan Gives Gifts

Show gift-wrapped box or gift bag. When
do people give each other gifts? Volunteers answer. Giving gifts is one way
to be kind to our friends. Listen to
hear how two friends were kind.
(Hold Bible open to 1 Samuel 16 as you
tell the following story.)

When David and Jonathan made this promise, Jonathan gave David
some special gifts.

David Is Kind

But that’s not all Jonathan did for David. King Saul sometimes got
very angry at David, even though David had done nothing wrong.
Once he was SO angry that he even tried to kill David! David had to
leave the king’s house. Jonathan walked up to his angry father and
said, “You should not be angry at David. He has done nothing wrong!”
Then Jonathan told the king all about the good things David had done.

There was trouble in King Saul’s palace.
King Saul felt SO grumpy that everyone
was trying to think of a way to make him feel happy.
Then one of King Saul’s servants had an idea. “King Saul,” he said,
“we could find someone to come and play music on the harp for you.
When you get grumpy, the music might make you feel better.”
“Find a harp player for me,” the king ordered.
“I know someone who plays the harp very well,” another servant said.
“His name is David. God is with him.”
So King Saul sent a messenger to find David and bring him to the
king’s house. Soon David was living in the king’s house and playing
his harp for the king. David was kind to King Saul by playing his harp.
David’s music helped King Saul to feel happy again.

David and Jonathan Make a Promise

“David, I am giving you my coat,” Jonathan said. Then Jonathan said,
“You may have my bow and arrow, too.” Jonathan gave these gifts to
David to show that they were best friends.

Jonathan Is Kind

When Jonathan was finished, King Saul agreed that David should not
be killed. Jonathan ran to bring David back to the palace. David must
have been very glad that Jonathan was so kind to him.

Conclusion
David was kind to King Saul by playing his harp for King Saul.
David and Jonathan were good friends. Jonathan was kind to
David by giving him gifts and by helping him when King Saul
was angry. God wants us to show His love by being kind, too.
The Bible says, “A friend loves at all times.” (Optional: Review story by using pages 177-180 in
God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.)
Creative Bible

King Saul had a son named Jonathan. Jonathan and
Storytelling Idea
David became best friends! David was kind to
Jonathan by helping Jonathan. And Jonathan was
Set up a palace in your classroom by bringing in
kind and helped David. They even made a special
a fancy-looking rug or colorful bedsheet for children
promise to each other. “We will ALto sit on during the story. Place several plants nearby.
WAYS be good friends,” they said.
Tell the story as if you are in King Saul’s palace. (Optional:
Sit in a fancy chair, wear a crown and tell the story as if you
were King Saul.)
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Talk to Learn
TalkTime Activity Page

Bible Verse Game

Collect

Collect

Bible, Lesson 11 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, markers or crayons.

Bible, large paper cups, scissors.

Do
Tear out this Bible Tuck-In™ and place it in your Bible for class use.

Fall • Lesson 11

See bs
er
Prov :17.
17

Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and sticker pages, and
markers or crayons. Demonstrate how to complete the
page. Then as children complete their own pages, talk
about the items on the page.

“A friend
loves at a
ll ti

mes.”

All
done!

Let’s talk
!

Do
Make megaphones by cutting out the
bottom of large paper cups. Use a
megaphone to say the Bible verse in a
whisper. Then invite children to imitate you. Repeat the verse several
times, alternating whispering and saying the verse in a normal voice.

What is a
way you
are kind
to your
friends?
Thi s is a
Use you r bus y cla ssr oom
. Eac h kin
stic ker s
to sho w
d
way s to frie nd is mis sin
It is illegal
be kin d.
g som eth
to photoc
opy or reprod
ing !
uce this

© Gospel Light.

material

Let’s talk!

in any form.

Fall • Lesson 11 • Ages 4 & 5

What did David and Jonathan
do to be good friends? Who
can you be kind to?

Talk About
• What did David do to be kind
to King Saul? David was kind by
playing his harp.
Name

Cross out what doesn’t belong in the picture.
Bonus: Count the circles.

• What kind thing did Jonathan do?

• The Bible says, “A friend loves at all times.” What
are some ways David and Jonathan showed they
were loving friends?
Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review conversation suggestions and give to children to
take home.

• Who is one of your friends? How can you be kind
to him or her?
• What are some other ways we can show love and
be kind in our class today?

Music Fun
During transition times, invite
children to sing along as they
listen to “What Are You Gonna
Do?” (track 4), “Come On In!”
(track 1) and/or “Wave Good-Bye”
(track 14) on Preschool Music #1 CD.
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Puppet Script
Friendship Card
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet.
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Daffodil: (Shyly.) Excuse me, Teacher.
Leader:

Yes, Daffodil?

Fall • Lesson 11

Leader:

Daffodil: Okay. It says, “Thank you for being my friend. Love,
Daffodil.”
Leader:

You did?

Daffodil: Yep.
Leader:

Well, what is it?

Daffodil: It’s a friendship card.
Leader:

Really?

Daffodil: (Gives card to Leader.)
Leader:

Oh! I love it. Thank you.

Daffodil: Um . . . Teacher?
Leader:

Yes, Daffodil?

Daffodil: Can you read it aloud, so everyone can hear what it says?
Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Daffodil: (Interrupts because she can’t contain her excitement.) “Thank
you for being my friend!”
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Leader: (Giggles.) That’s what it says. But, Daffodil, I
thought you wanted me to read it?
Daffodil: I did. But I’m just so excited.

Yes, we can. Let’s think of some other ways we can show
kindness to our friends.

Daffodil: Oh . . . oh . . . I know!
Leader:

Yes, Daffodil?

Daffodil: We can show kindness by sharing our toys with our friends.
Leader:

You’re right! What is another way we can show kindness?

Daffodil: Why don’t we give our friends a turn to share a way we
can show kindness?
Leader:

Sure! (Shows the front of card.) The front says—
Yes, it does. (Opens card.) And the inside says, “Dear
Teacher. Thank—

You know what, Daffodil? This card was a great way of
showing kindness, and when we are kind to our friends,
we are showing God’s love!

Daffodil: So we can show God’s love by being kind to our friends?

Daffodil: (Interrupts excitedly.) “A card for you.”
Leader:

Thanks, Daffodil! This card makes me so happy. Thank
you for being my friend, too.

Daffodil: You’re welcome.

Daffodil: (Bashfully.) Um . . . I made something for you.
Leader:

Then do you want to read the rest?

That’s not only a great idea, but taking turns is a great way
to show kindness. (Ask kids.) What are some other ways we
can show kindness to our friends? (Pauses to allow children
to suggest ways such as giving a hug, sharing a snack and using
kind words.) Those are all great ways to show kindness.

Daffodil: Quack! Quack! Yep.
Leader:

Daffodil, thank you again for your kindness and for giving
me this wonderful card. I will keep it as a reminder for us
to show kindness to our friends.

Daffodil: That’s great! Quack! Quack!

