
 

GODQUEST 

WE’VE ALL HAD TUNNEL  VISION (EVEN THE DISCIPLES)!  – APRIL 5 

This lesson will discuss the hope of the disciples on Palm Sunday at the Triumphal Entry of Jesus 

into Jerusalem.  They wanted to rule Israel and thought Jesus was coming to do just that.  They 

had already been told their Prince of Peace would be killed.  But they thought he would come 

back to life immediately and rule afterward.  This lesson will show kids what blessings can be 

missed when we follow the disciples’ example and exercise tunnel vision.  They grew into souls 

with grand vision, and we can too! 

Supplies: 

• Empty gift wrap or paper towel roll (if you don’t have one, roll construction paper into a 

tube and tape along the edge of the roll to hold in place.  

• A bag of candy 

Lesson Preparation: 

1. Fill a bowl with the candy and then put the bowl out of sight – utterly hidden. 

2. Take a half dozen pieces and put them in the center of the table. 

3. Tell your child not to touch it. 

4. Do not give your child the tube yet, as it will be a distraction.  Watch the lesson for when 

to do that. 

Lesson 

Start the lesson by viewing this short You Tube video about Palm Sunday - The Story of Easter 

(Triumphal Entry)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE -– Saddleback 3.07 minutes.   

Or/ You can also read the story using Luke 19: 28-40. 

After viewing/reading, ask: 

• What happened on this day that had to do with Jesus?  (He entered Jerusalem on a 

donkey, and people laid palms down in his path). 

• Why did people lay palms down?  (People thought they were welcoming in a Messiah who 

would rule Israel and bring it out of many financial and spiritual problems.  People were 

also shouting in victory, because something said by the prophet Zechariah, more than 500 

years earlier, was suddenly coming true.  We find it in Zechariah 9:9): 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 

righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE


Explain:  Even Jesus’ disciples thought that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem to take over as king 

and they, as his close friends, would rule with him.  In fact, the Bible tells us that on their way to 

Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, the disciples got into an argument as to who would sit next to 

Jesus on his left and on his right once he was king.  Those two spots were the most important 

places to sit in a royal court and they thought they would be part of the royal court of the new 

king of Israel, Jesus! 

It is a great dream to be in a royal court.  It is a great dream to help a king rule, especially one 

whose coming had been predicted more than 300 times in the Old Testament.  Their dream was 

to be royal.  Their dream was to live in great abundance.  Their dream was to be famous.  Their 

dream was to be in a position of power.  We would all like things like this, too. 

Did you know that some modern motivational speakers say that to get your dream, you must 

“keep your eye on the prize?”  Let’s try.   

Object Lesson: 

Take out the tube and give it to your child and let him/her try seeing the candy on the table 

through it.  Tell him/her to stick one eye on the roll and shut the other eye tightly.  See if each 

piece of candy becomes clearer.  Tell him/her not to touch the candy!   

Explain:  Each piece of candy on the table is a symbol of what the disciples’ thought was coming 

to them when they followed Jesus on Palm Sunday.   

As you pick up each candy, get the children to try to stay focused on it through the tube. 

• Pick up Candy #1:  Let’s say that this piece of candy stands for power.  Who wouldn’t like 

to have power in this world? 

• Pick up Candy #2:  This one stands for fame.  Who wouldn’t like to be famous? 

• Pick up Candy #3:  This one stands for importance.  Who wouldn’t want to be important? 

• Pick up Candy #4:  This one stands for royalty.  Who wouldn’t want to be royal? 

• Pick up Candy #5:  This one stands for comfort.  Who wouldn’t want to get everything 

they wanted and be comfortable? 

• Pick up Candy #6:  This one stands for admiration.  Who wouldn’t want to be admired? 

Explain:  The disciples had been told that Jesus would die on the cross.  That confused them and 

got them disappointed.  Then they put their heads together and came up with an idea.  “He IS 

the Messiah. He DID say He would rise from the dead.  So, after He does, THEN we’ll ascend with 

Him to rule Israel.”  Or so they thought. 

What really happened? 

Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  The disciples were on top of the world!  Then Jesus 

was killed.  Then He was resurrected.  Then…40 days later…He was taken up to heaven.  They 

were left down here to preach the gospel to stubborn people, most of whom would not believe, 

and would chase them around and be mean.  What kind of a deal IS that? 



It’s as if all their dreams were…Take the pieces of candy and push them off the table to the 

floor.  Their dreams were no more.  If this is any bargain, no human being could see it. 

Have your child put the tubes back to his/her eye.  Tell him/her to use the tube to try to find all 

the pieces on the floor without leaving the chair. 

Explain:  Sometimes, we’re too busy looking for the wrong things.  We’re looking for dreams that 

don’t really matter.  The fact is…God can bless us…beyond our wildest dreams. 

Bring out the big bowl of candy.  Let your child discover it with the tube and then put the tube 

away. 

Explain:  The tube is like our brain power while we’re here on planet Earth.  We just can’t see 

things in the big way that God can.  We had tunnel vision.  The disciples had tunnel vision.  They 

were focused on something small, compared to what Jesus really had in mind for them: 

• They thought it would be awesome to rule Israel for forty-some years.  Jesus thought it 

would be awesome for them to rule for all eternity, forever and ever. 

• They thought it would be awesome if everyone in Israel knew who they were.  Jesus 

thought it would be awesome for them to be known by all of mankind for hundreds and 

thousands of years. 

• They thought it would be awesome to have comforts, like a couple of rooms in a palace. 

God thought it would be awesome for them to have streets of gold and to never shed a 

tear ever again. 

Coloring or Fill-in-the-Blank Activity Sheet (optional) – See attached 

Closing Prayer: 

Thank you, God, that we can learn about your Word and learn from it.  Help us to see you clearly in all 

things.  We pray for the safety and health of our loved ones and we hope that others may see Jesus in our 

lives.  Amen 
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