
 

Spring • Lesson 2Jesus Dies & Lives Again

• How has the truth of Jesus’ death and resurrection changed your life? How has it
changed the lives of people around you?

• In light of Jesus’ victory over death, what concerns or fears in your life can you trust
God more with?

Because most young children have not yet had a firsthand experience with death, they may
not comprehend what death and resurrection are all about. But let them share the joy and
wonder that Jesus’ victory over death has wrought in you! They’ll respond gladly to the good

news that Jesus is alive!

Name events in the story of Jesus’
resurrection

Show gladness that Jesus is alive

Thank Jesus for His love

Who? 
Jesus, Jesus’ friends, Mary, two angels

What? 
Jesus showed His love by dying on a cross
and then by coming to life again
(Matthew 26—27; John 18:1—20:20)

When & Where?
In the morning of the third day after
Jesus died on the cross, in Jerusalem

Why? 
To help children know that Easter celebra-
tions show our gladness that Jesus is alive

Teacher Challenge
Read Matthew 26—27;
John 18:1—20:20. 

How can this story make a dif-
ference in your own life and in
the lives of the children you
teach?

It looked as if death had tri-
umphed: Jesus had died and
been buried. Jesus’ friends were
terrified and brokenhearted. But
they only saw part of the pic-
ture. Jesus was not rotting in a
tomb—He was triumphing over
it! Jesus’ death, resurrection and
ascension to God’s right hand in
heaven converge as the pinnacle
of history. Jesus did exactly
what He had said He would do,
completing the task that His Fa-
ther had given Him to do. It is
finished—He has done it!1

2
3

9
Bible Verse 

“It is true! The Lord has risen.”
Luke 24:34

Goals for each child

PS45 Spring A Lesson 2:Layout 1  10/13/09  1:10 PM  Page 9



10

Prepare Spring • Lesson 2

Nature Center 
Plant flowers and talk about events in
the story of Jesus’ resurrection
Materials: Bible, newspaper, marker,
craft sticks, large plastic cups, plastic
spoons, potting soil, one flowering 
plant for each child

Art Center 
Make Bible story scenes and talk about
Jesus’ resurrection
Materials: Bible, green and brown con-
struction paper, marker, scissors, small
squares of tissue paper, glue

Game Center 
Play a game similar to Duck, Duck,
Goose and thank Jesus for His love
Materials: Bible

Dramatic Play Center 
Set a table for Easter dinner to show
gladness that Jesus is alive
Materials: Bible, tablecloth, paper
plates, cups, napkins, real or artificial
flowers, plastic vases Check off one 

or more options for 
each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: Construction-paper squares
in at least five different colors in a lunch
bag

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible

Prayer 
Materials: Everyday Life Poster 1 from
Visual Resources

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player

Puppet Time 
Materials: Buddy puppet

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 5-13 from 
Visual Resources, stone, flannel board

1 Play to Learn
20 to 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 to 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 2 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, crayons or markers

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible, sheet of paper

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time 
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Nature Center
Collect
Bible, newspaper, marker, craft sticks, large plastic cups, plastic
spoons, potting soil, one flowering plant for each child; optional—
Lesson 2 Bonus Stickers from TalkTime activity pages.

Prepare
Cover table with newspaper. For each child, print “Jesus is alive!” on
a craft stick.

Do
Give each child a cup. Child spoons a
small amount of potting soil into cup and
then adds flower.  Child adds craft stick
as a marker in his or her cup. (Optional:
Child decorates stick and cup with
Lesson 2 Bonus Stickers.)

Art Center
Collect
Bible, green and brown construction
paper, marker, scissors, small squares
of tissue paper, glue.

Prepare
For each child, print “Jesus is alive!”
on a sheet of green construction
paper. Cut a cross shape from brown
construction paper for each child.

Do
Give each child a sheet of prepared green construction paper and a
paper cross. Child glues cross onto the paper and then crumples small
squares of tissue paper and glues them to the paper to make flowers. 

Teaching Tip
Avoid graphic details about Jesus’ death. If a child is

frightened by talk of Jesus’ death, say, Camden,
Jesus didn’t stay dead. It was part of God’s

very good plan. God made Jesus alive
again!

Play to Learn Spring • Lesson 2

Kindergarten Challenge
Children use a variety of small
garden items (fresh or artificial
flowers, leaves, stones, sticks,
etc.) to make minigardens in 
clear plastic cups.

Kindergarten Challenge
Print “Jesus is alive!” on a large

sheet of paper. Children copy the
words onto their own papers.

Talk About
• The Bible tells about the
time when Jesus died on a cross.

Then God made Him alive again. 

• Point to Luke 24:34 in your Bible. The Bible
says, “It is true! The Lord has risen.” Jesus’

friends sometimes called Him “Lord.” The
word “risen” means to be alive. 

• At Eastertime, we do special things to show we’re
glad Jesus is alive! What are some of the ways we
show we’re glad that Jesus is alive? (Sing songs.
Thank Jesus for loving us.)

• What is your family doing to celebrate Easter
today? 

Bible Story Activities
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Play to Learn

Kindergarten Challenge
Children say verse by 
themselves.

Kindergarten Challenge
Provide construction paper,

markers and Easter stickers for
children to make Easter place

cards as table decorations.

Game Center
Collect
Bible.

Do
Use the words of Luke 24:34 to play a game like Duck, Duck Goose.
Children sit in a circle on the floor. Choose one volunteer to walk
around the outside of the circle, lightly tapping each child on the head
while you lead children to say each word of the verse. When the vol-
unteer says the last word (“risen”), child tapped quickly walks around
the outside of the circle and tries to tag the volunteer before the vol-
unteer reaches the child’s seat. Repeat game, with another volunteer
lightly tapping the children’s heads while all say the words of the verse.

Teaching Tip
To avoid hurt feelings, make sure
that every child has a chance to be
chosen to walk around the
circle.

Dramatic Play Center
Collect
Bible; tablecloth; paper plates, cups
and napkins; real or artificial flowers;
plastic vases; optional—snack (cup-
cakes or cookies).

Do
Children prepare for Easter dinner by
setting the table and arranging flow-
ers in vases. Children pretend to cook
and serve food. (Optional: Children serve and eat snack.)

Teaching Tip
If children talk about Easter eggs and bunnies, listen to what they
say. Then comment, All of these things are fun ways of showing

that we are glad. The reason we are glad is be-
cause Jesus is alive. Long after Easter is past,

the biblical truth that Jesus is alive is what
children need to remember. 

Spring • Lesson 2Bible Verse Activities

Talk About
• Hold your open Bible. The
Bible tells about the time when

Jesus died on a cross. But He became
alive again! His friends saw Him. And

one of them said, “It is true! The Lord has
risen.” “Risen” means to be alive. 

• Jesus’ friends were glad because Jesus was alive
again. We’re glad, too. At Eastertime, we do spe-
cial things to show how glad we are that Jesus is
alive.

• What does your family do to show how glad they
are that Jesus is alive?

• Pray, Dear Jesus, we’re glad You are alive
and that You love us. Amen.
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Collect
Bible, Everyday Life Poster 1 and Figures 5-13 from Visual Resources,
Preschool Music #1 CD and player, Buddy puppet, at least five differ-
ent colors of construction-paper squares in a lunch bag, stone, flan-
nel board; optional—God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children come to the area. Invite a volun-
teer to put his or her hand into the bag containing paper squares and
then remove a paper square. Child tells the color and then points to
children in the room who are wearing that color. Children who are
wearing the named color perform an action that shows gladness
(smile, clap hands, jump up, etc.). Repeat with several volunteers.
There are lots of ways to show we’re glad. Today we’ll hear a
story about a time Jesus’ friends were glad.  

Kindergarten Challenge
Children choose two paper squares at a time and try to find a child
who is wearing both colors.

Bible Verse
Open Bible to Luke 24:34. The
Bible says, “It is true! The Lord
has risen.” “Risen” means that
Jesus became alive after being
dead. Lead children in clapping on
the capitalized syllables as you re-
peat the verse several times: “IT is
TRUE! The LORD has RIS-en.”

Kindergarten Challenge
Before class, print each child’s name on a separate sheet of paper. In
class, choose one or more papers. Child identifies his or her name and
repeats verse. 

Prayer
Show Everyday Life Poster
1. What are the children
in this poster doing to
show how glad they are?
Volunteers respond. An-
other way to show glad-
ness that Jesus is alive
is to pray. Pray, thanking
Jesus for His love.

Song
I love to sing and thank Jesus that He is alive. Play “Jesus Is
Alive!” (track 8 on CD) several times, inviting children to sing along
with you and clap their hands each time they hear the word “happy.”

Puppet Time
Use Buddy puppet to perform the puppet script on the last page of
this lesson. 

Bible Story
Use stone and Figures 5-13 to help tell the Bible story on the next
page.

Spring • Everyday Life Poster 1

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 2Large-Group Time
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Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 2Jesus Dies & Lives Again
Matthew. 26—27; John 18:1—20:20

Introduction
Children take turns holding stone. Does this stone feel light or
heavy? Volunteers respond. In our Bible story today, we’ll hear
about a very heavy stone and a very glad day. (Hold Bible open
to Matthew 26 as you tell the story.)

The Sad Words
One day Jesus told His friends, “In a few days, some people are going to
take Me away. They will kill Me.” These words made Jesus’ friends sad.

The Plan
You see, some people did not like Jesus. These people were angry at
Jesus for teaching about God. These angry people said, “Too many
people love Jesus. We must stop Him from teaching about God.” They
decided to take Jesus away when no one was around. “Then we’ll kill
Him,” they said. 

This was a mean plan! But Jesus knew that God would turn this mean
plan into something very good. Jesus had come to Earth to show God’s
love. Jesus was ready to die on the cross to pay for all the wrong things
people do. So when people came to take Him away, Jesus let them take
Him. And He let them kill Him on a cross.

The Sad Day
Jesus’ friends were very sad that day.
They didn’t understand God’s
good plan. They put Jesus’
body into a tomb in a
pretty garden. (This
tomb was a little
room made in the

side of a hill.) Later, a huge stone was
rolled in front of the tomb.

The Glad Day
Three days later, very early in the morning, Mary, one of Jesus’
friends, went to the garden where the tomb was. The big heavy stone
was rolled away from the door. She was so surprised! She ran to get
two of Jesus’ other friends. They all ran back to the tomb to look.
The tomb was EMPTY! Jesus wasn’t there. Jesus’ other friends went
home, but Mary stayed there, crying. She looked into the tomb
again—and she saw two angels! One angel asked, “Why are you sad?”

Mary said, “Because Jesus’ body is gone and I don’t know where He
is.” She turned around and—oops! She almost bumped into some-
one. She thought it was the gardener. But then the person spoke.

“Mary!” He said. She knew that voice—it was Jesus! Mary said,
“Teacher!” Now she was happy! Jesus is ALIVE! Jesus said to her, “Go
and tell the others.”

And Mary did! She must have run very fast! “Jesus is alive! I’ve seen
Him!” she said. Jesus’ other friends were so surprised, some of them
didn’t believe her. But that night, Jesus came into the place where
His friends were. Jesus’ friends were happy to see Him! The very sad
day when Jesus died had been turned into a very GLAD day—
because Jesus is alive!

Conclusion
Jesus’ friends were very glad when they saw that

Jesus is alive. Jesus’ friends knew how much
Jesus loved them. Jesus loves us, too.

We’re glad that He is alive and that He
loves us. The Bible says, “It is true!

The Lord has risen.” (Optional: Re-
view story by using pages 425-430 in

God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

Before class, draw different expressions (angry,
sad, surprised and happy) on separate paper plates,

making at least one paper plate for each child. Give
each child a paper plate. As you tell the story and talk

about the different feelings people had, invite children with
the appropriate plates to show their plate and make the ex-
pression shown on their plate. 

14
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Talk to Learn Spring • Lesson 2

TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 2 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, crayons or markers.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and demonstrate how 
to complete the page. Distrib-
ute sticker pages and crayons
or markers. As children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Verse Game
Collect
Bible, sheet of paper.

Do
The Bible says, “It is true! The Lord has
risen.” The stories we read in the Bible
are true. That means they really hap-
pened. Let’s play a game and use our
thumbs to show what is true. If what I
say is true, put your thumbs up. Demon-
strate action. If what I say is not true,
turn your thumbs down. Show sheet of
paper. This is a rock. You’re right. Thumbs down! Continue with
other statements: Everyone rode a horse to church today. I’m

standing on my head. My name is (say name). There is a whale
in this room. God made flowers. Invite volunteers to say

true or not true statements. (Optional: Play game saying
true or not true statements about the Bible story.)

The Bible story puzzle pieces are all mixed up! 

Use your stickers to put them in the correct order. 

Spring • Lesson 2 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Spring • Lesson 2 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Let’s talk!How did Mary feel when she knew Jesus was alive? We are glad to know Jesus is alive, too! 

1 -2-3-4-5

Luke

24:34

X out the picture that is different in each row.

“It’s true! The Lord has risen.”  

Let’s talk!
What are all the kids 
doing? How will you 

show that you are glad 
that Jesus is alive?

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Draw a picture of you 
with a very happy face.

Good job!

Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions, and give the papers to
children to take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite

children to sing along as they lis-
ten to “Jesus Is Alive!” (track 8),
“Come On In!” (track 1) and/or
“Wave Good-Bye” (track 14) on

Preschool Music #1 CD.

Talk About
• How do you think the people
running to the tomb felt? 

• What did Jesus’ friends see when they
came to the tomb? 

• Who did Mary meet? How do you think Mary
felt when she knew Jesus was alive?

• Mary was very glad to know that Jesus is alive.
We’re glad to know that Jesus is alive, too. 

• Point to the Bible verse. Here’s the reason people
who love Jesus are glad at Eastertime. Read
verse aloud. We can thank Jesus that He is

alive, and we can thank Jesus for His love. 
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Puppet Script Spring • Lesson 2

Happy Dogs
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Buddy: (Panting.) Hi, Teacher!  

Leader: Hello, Buddy! Tell me, why are you breathing so hard? 

Buddy: Well, I’ve been running with my cousin Jake. He’s a fast
runner!

Leader: Is it hard to keep up with Jake?

Buddy: (Nods head.) Sometimes! But it’s always fun. He knows lots
of good places to run to where there are lots of good things
to smell!   

Leader: What did you smell this time? Flowers? 

Buddy: (Laughs.) No! DOG smells! You know, like old cheese and
dirt and—

Leader: (Interrupts.) Okay! Okay! I get it! What else did you do?

Buddy: Oh, all the things that make us glad! We barked at cars and
dug up bones. Then we got tummy pats and head scratches!

Leader: Oh, yes. You love tummy pats and head scratches, don’t
you? (Scratches BUDDY on the head.)

Buddy: (Very happy.) Those are my favorites!

Leader: What do you do to show how happy you are?

Buddy: Oh, you know—I wag my tail (Wiggles to show tail wagging.),
spin around (Turns around.) and jump up and down (Jumps
up and down.)!

Leader: Those are all fun things! Boys and girls, what do you do to
show that you are happy or glad? (Pauses to allow children to
respond.)

Buddy: Oh! Those are fun ideas! Do you know what dogs do when
they are really, really happy?  

Leader: What’s that, Buddy? 

Buddy: (Howls. Leader puts hand over his mouth to stop him.)
OOOWWF! Oh. Was I too loud?

Leader: A little! 

Buddy: Well, that is the way I show I’m glad! 

Leader: Well, it makes ME glad to see that all the boys and girls
AND all the dogs can show we are GLAD! 

Buddy: (Wiggles.) Time for me to run! Bye! 
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