
 

Spring • Lesson 11Peter Helps Dorcas

the proof of God’s kind provision through Dorcas. Through prayer, he understood that
God was ready to bring her back to life—and He did! 

• What is a place in your life right now where you need God’s provision? 

• In what unexpected way might God bring that provision? Imagine!

God showed His absolute love and ability to provide for a dire need in a dramatic way. Our
needs might not be as overwhelming as those of Dorcas’s friends, but God’s provision and
His power are unchanged! His help is always available to us. Whether our need is small or
huge, He is able to provide in both everyday and unexpected ways! 

Goals for each child
Tell what Dorcas and Peter did to
show God’s love and help to others

Name ways God helps him or her

Repeat a Bible verse about God’s
help

Who? 
Dorcas, Dorcas’s friends, Peter

What? 
Dorcas made clothes for others; when she
died, God showed His love and help by
bringing her back to life when Peter
prayed (Acts 9:36-43)

When & Where?
When Peter was traveling from city to
city to visit believers in Jesus, in the city
of Joppa

Why? 
To help children understand that God’s
help is shown to them by the way He 
provides for them

Teacher Challenge
Read Acts 9:36-43. 

How can this story make a 
difference in your own life 
and in the lives of the children
you teach?

While we don’t know much
about Dorcas and how she
came to join God’s family, we
do know that she was a gener-
ous provider of clothing to
those who needed it—no small
matter, for in those days, any
piece of clothing was a valuable
item! We do know that when
she became ill and died, her
friends knew where to go for
help: They had heard that
Peter was staying nearby and
they immediately went to fetch
him. When he arrived, he saw
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Bible Verse 

“God will help you.”
1 Chronicles 12:18
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Prepare Spring • Lesson 11

Art Center 
Dress people shapes with fabric and talk
about how Dorcas helped others
Materials: Bible, card stock, scissors,
fabric scraps, glue, markers

Dramatic Play Center 
Try on dress-up clothing and talk about
how Dorcas showed God’s love and help
to others 
Materials: Bible, dress-up clothes, large
box, tape, marker

Game Center 
Toss a beanbag onto names and repeat a
verse about God’s help
Materials: Bible, large sheet of butcher
paper, marker, beanbag

Science Center 
Make height markers and talk about
God’s love and help
Materials: Bible, large sheet of paper,
markers, tape, paper plates, yarn, 
scissors

Check off one 
or more options for 

each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: Magazines, paper bag

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible

Prayer 
Materials: None

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player, Everyday Life Poster 5 from 
Visual Resources

Puppet Time 
Materials: Daffodil puppet; small box
containing a rock, a flower and a small
piece of bread

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 50-55 from 
Visual Resources, item of clothing, flannel
board

1 Play to Learn
20 to 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 to 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 11 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, crayons or markers

Bible Story Game
Materials: None

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time 
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Art Center
Collect
Bible, card stock, scissors, fabric scraps, glue, markers.

Prepare
Cut large gingerbread people shapes from card stock, making at least
one for each child.

Do
Give each child a person shape. Child makes clothes for his or her
person shape by gluing on fabric scraps and/or drawing details with
markers. 

Teaching Tip
Purchase precut people shapes at educa-
tional supply stores or craft stores.

Dramatic Play Center
Collect
Bible, dress-up clothes, large box, tape, marker; optional—full-length
mirror.

Prepare
Place dress-up clothing in box.
Close the box with tape and then
label the box “To: Children—
From: Grandma Dorcas.” 

Do
Children pretend to receive box in
the mail. Children open box and
try on clothes as you talk about the actions of Dorcas in the Bible
story. (Optional: Children  dress up and look at themselves in full-

length mirror.)

Teaching Tip
To find fun and inexpensive clothing, visit a thrift

shop. Make sure dress-up items are sturdy and
washable.

Play to Learn Spring • Lesson 11

Kindergarten Challenge
Children cut clothing shapes
from construction paper to glue
to their person shapes.

Kindergarten Challenge
Children dictate thank-you 

notes to send to Dorcas.

Talk About
• Our Bible story today is
about a woman named Dorcas.

Dorcas showed God’s love by helping
others. Dorcas made clothes for people

who needed them. 

• Dorcas was glad to show God’s love by helping
others. God loves and helps us, too. God gives us
people who show us His love and help us. 

• Kelly, who shows God’s love to you? What does
your dad do to help you? 

• Refer to your Bible. The Bible says, “God will help
you.”

• Pray briefly. Thank You, God, for helping us.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Bible Story Activities
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Play to Learn

Kindergarten Challenge
Children write their own names
in sections of the butcher paper.

Kindergarten Challenge
Children print their names on

construction paper and display
name signs above paper plates. 

Game Center
Collect
Bible, large sheet of butcher paper, marker, beanbag.

Prepare
Draw lines on butcher paper to divide it into six to eight sections.
(Make one paper for every six to eight children.) In separate sections,
print the name of each child in your class.

Do
Children stand several feet from paper and take turns tossing bean-
bag onto the paper. You or volunteer tells name written in section on
which beanbag lands. Repeat Bible verse substituting that child’s
name for the word “you.”

Teaching Tip
Let children choose how far away from
the paper they wish to stand. The fun
of the game is not in the rules but
in the action. 

Science Center
Collect
Bible, large sheet of paper, markers, tape,
paper plates, yarn, scissors.

Prepare
On large sheet of paper, print, “God will
help us.” Display paper on an open wall area
just above children’s height. Clear area
around wall so that children can easily reach
the wall to attach height markers.

Do
Children draw their own face on a paper plate. Cut yarn to measure
the height of each child. Child tapes yarn to the wall to show his or

her height and then tapes his or her face plate at the top
of the yarn length. 

Spring • Lesson 11Bible Verse Activities

Talk About
• Show your Bible open to 1
Chronicles 12:18. The Bible says,

“God will help you.” This verse tells
us about God’s love and help.  

• One way God loves and helps us is by giving
us people who care for us. Cierra, who cares for

you? God loves and helps you by giving you a
mom and dad. 

• Tyler, who reads you stories? Who helps you learn
new things? God loves and helps you by giving
you a big sister. 

• Another way God loves and helps us is by hear-
ing our prayers. Pray, Thank You, God, for

Your love and help. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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Collect
Bible; Everyday Life Poster 5 and Figures 50-55 from Visual Resources;
Preschool Music #1 CD and player; Daffodil puppet; magazines; paper
bag; small box containing a rock, a flower and a small piece of bread;
item of clothing; flannel board; optional—God’s Story for Me Bible
storybook.

Prepare
From magazines, tear out several pictures of people (dad, mom,
grandpa, big sister, baby, etc.). Place pictures in paper bag.

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children come to the area. Invite a volun-
teer to remove a picture from the bag. Child identifies the person in
the picture. Repeat with other children as time permits, replacing pic-
tures in bag as needed. These pictures show people whom God
loves and helps. God loves and helps dads. God loves and helps
big sisters. God loves and helps you!

Kindergarten Challenge
Place pictures faceup on floor. While children cover eyes, switch the
positions of two pictures. Children uncover eyes. Volunteer tells which
pictures were moved. Repeat, moving different pictures each time. 

Bible Verse
Open Bible to 1 Chronicles
12:18. The Bible says, “God
will help you.” Each time we
say the word “you,” point to
someone in our room. Repeat
Bible verse with children several
times. God helps each one of
us. And I’m glad! 

Kindergarten Challenge
Invite a volunteer to say the verse, substituting the names of two or
three children for the word “you.”

Prayer
Dear God, we are glad that You love us. We are glad that You help
us. Thank You for Your love and help. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Song
Show Everyday Life Poster 5.
This poster shows some
ways that God loves and
helps us. Put your hand on
your knee if you see some-
one playing a guitar. Chil-
dren respond. God helps us
by giving us people to help
us sing. Repeat with other
people pictured. God helps
us by giving us people who care for us. As time and interest allow,
continue describing other ways God helps us (giving us family mem-
bers, giving us hands to clap with, etc.). Play “In a Very Big Way” (track
10 on CD) several times, inviting children to sing along with you. 

Puppet Time
Use Daffodil puppet and small box containing a rock, a flower and a
small piece of bread to perform the puppet script on the last page of
this lesson. 

Bible Story
Use item of clothing and Figures 50-55 to help tell the Bible story on
the back of this page.

Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 11Large-Group Time

Spring • Everyday Life Poster 5

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.
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Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 11Peter Helps Dorcas
Acts 9:36-43

Introduction
Show item of clothing. Who might wear this clothing? Volunteers
answer. Listen to hear how a woman who made clothes showed
God’s love and help. (Hold Bible open to Acts 9 as you tell the story.)

Dorcas Helps Others
There once was a woman whose name was Dorcas. People knew her
and loved her because she was always showing God’s love by helping
others. Dorcas worked hard sewing clothes for many, many people
who needed them. And she always helped poor people.

Dorcas Dies
But one day, Dorcas became very sick. Soon after, Dorcas died. Dor-
cas’s friends loved Dorcas very much! They were very sad. But then
someone had an idea! “Peter, one of Jesus’ friends, is teaching about
Jesus in a town near here,” one of them must have said. “Let’s ask
him to come!”

So right away, two men hurried to get
Peter. When the men got to where Peter
was, they said, “Peter! Come quickly!!”
Peter hurried back to their town with
them. As they walked, the two men told
Peter what had happened. 

When he got to the house where Dor-
cas’s body was, Peter went right
upstairs. There were many
people in the room.

They were crying. They missed Dorcas! These people showed Peter
the clothes Dorcas had made for them while she was still alive. Peter
saw that everyone loved her. Peter wanted to show God’s love and
help to these people and to Dorcas. Peter kindly said, “Please leave
the room now.”

Peter Prays
After everyone had gone, Peter got down on his knees and prayed to
God. After he had prayed, he turned to the dead woman’s body. He
said, “Dorcas, get up!” 

Dorcas opened her eyes! When she saw Peter, she sat up. God had an-
swered Peter’s prayer by making Dorcas alive again! Peter took her
gently by the hand and helped her to stand on her feet. Then Peter
opened the door. He called down the stairs to Dorcas’s friends, “You
may come back into the room now.” 

People Are Happy
Can you imagine how excited those people were? They must have been
laughing and singing and praising God! Dorcas was alive! They knew
she’d been dead. And now, there she was—standing and smiling at
them! They were all so happy that God had made Dorcas alive again! 

Conclusion
God loved and helped Dorcas by bringing her back to

life when Peter prayed for her. God loves and
helps us, too. The Bible says, “God will

help you.” (Optional: Review story by
using pages 478-481 in God’s Story for

Me Bible storybook.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

As you tell the story, emphasize the feelings of
the Bible story characters (the happiness felt by peo-

ple who had received clothes made by Dorcas, the sad-
ness felt by people when Dorcas died and the excitement

felt by people when Dorcas came back to life). As the feel-
ings are described, invite children to make the appropriate
facial expressions.

86
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Talk to Learn Spring • Lesson 11

TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 11 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, crayons or markers.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and demonstrate how 
to complete the page. Distrib-
ute sticker pages and crayons
or markers. As children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Story Game
Collect
None. 

Do
Today in our Bible story, who
did God help? (Dorcas.) How did
Dorcas show God’s love and help
to others? (She made clothes for
them.) Let’s play a game in which
we look at the clothes people
have helped us have. Say the fol-
lowing words to children:

Use your eyes, use your eyes—

You can look and see.

If you’re wearing blue today,

Clap your hands like me.

Repeat the words as time permits, each time nam-
ing a different color and varying the action you

instruct child to do (stand up, do a jumping
jack, shake hands with a friend, touch toes,
etc.).

Use your stickers to make Scene B match Scene A.

Spring • Lesson 11 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Let’s talk!What did Dorcas do to show God’s love and help? What did Peter do?

Scene A

Scene B

1

Chronicles

12:18 “God will help you.”  

Connect the dots in each section to see things 
God gives us to help us. Color the pictures.

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Let’s talk!
What does the Bible tell us 
that God will do? Who did 
God give you to help you?

1 -2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10
Good
job!

Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions, and give the papers to
children to take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite

children to sing along as they 
listen to “In a Very Big Way” 

(track 10), “Come On In!” (track 1)
and/or “Wave Good-Bye” (track 14)

on Preschool Music #1 CD.

Talk About
• How did Dorcas show God’s
love and help? 

• What did Peter do to show God’s love and
help? (He prayed for Dorcas.)

• What does the Bible tell us God will do? Repeat
“God will help you” with children.

• God helps us by giving us people who care for us.
Abigail, who cares for you?

• God helps us by giving us good food to eat. Noah,
what food do you like to eat?
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Puppet Script Spring • Lesson 11

Daffodil’s Collection
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Daffodil: (Carries small box in her bill and then drops box to speak. Box
contains a rock, a daisy-like flower, scrap of bread.) Look,
Teacher! I have something to show you! 

Leader: Hello, Daffodil! Tell me what you have here. (Lifts box lid.)

Daffodil: (Proudly.) THIS is my concoction, I mean commotion . . .
(Becomes confused.) well, I can’t remember the right word. 

Leader: Collection? 

Daffodil: (Proudly.) That’s right! It’s my COLLECTION!

Leader: (Looks in box.) Oh, I see! Hmm. This is interesting . . . what
ARE these things you’ve collected? 

Daffodil: (Concerned.) You can’t tell?

Leader: Well, maybe you could explain the things to us. And tell
us WHY you chose to collect these things.

Daffodil: Okay! 

Leader: Great! 

Daffodil: (Pulls out a rock in her bill and then puts it down to talk.) This
is my nice, shiny rock. I found it at the edge of the water! 

Leader: And why did you want to collect it?  

Daffodil: Because it is shiny. And shiny things make me glad!

Leader: I like shiny things, too. Sometimes I keep shiny rocks. 

Daffodil: So maybe you’ll like my other things! Here is my flower.
(Pulls out flower from box and then puts it down.) It reminds
me of my mom, Daisy Duck. And she makes me glad!

Leader: Okay, that makes sense. (Picks up bread piece.) What about
this piece of bread? 

Daffodil: Well, I am glad when people bring bread to the pond. It’s
a special treat! That makes me glad, too!

Leader: Hmm. You know, that makes me think of all the ways God
loves us and helps us. He gives us food we need—like your
bread. He gives us people to love us—like your mom loves
you. And He gives us pretty things to make us glad, too—
like your rock! 

Daffodil: So I have a good concoction, huh?

Leader: You mean collection. 

Daffodil: Yeah, I mean collection. It’s good, isn’t it?

Leader: Yes, it is good! It’s a way to remember how God loves and
helps us—and makes us glad! 

Daffodil: Well, I think it’s time for me to go and collect MORE
things. Good-bye! 

Leader: (Closes box and puts it in DAFFODIL’s bill.) Have fun! Good-
bye, Daffodil! 
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