
 

Spring • Lesson 12Peter Escapes

They had been praying, begging God to spare Peter’s life, yet when God answered in a power-
ful way, they were surprised!

• How has God seen you through a situation in which you felt hopeless?

• What situation are you in now in which you must trust Him?

When you  find yourself in a circumstance that seems hopeless, believe that God will answer
and give you greater faith to see His answer. Be ready to joyfully receive the answers God so
powerfully provides. Share with others and with the children in your class what God is doing
in your life.

Goals for each child
Tell what God did to show His love
for Peter when Peter was in jail

Name places he or she goes

Pray and sing thanks to God for
His love

Who? 
Peter, Peter’s friends, angel, Rhoda

What? 
God loved Peter and sent an angel to help
Peter escape from jail (Acts 12:1-18)

When & Where?
During the time when King Herod was
arresting and killing Jesus’ followers, in
Jerusalem

Why? 
To help children know that because God
is with them, they can feel safe in His
love and care

Teacher Challenge
Read Acts 12:1-18. 

How can this story make a 
difference in your own life 
and in the lives of the children
you teach?

Peter was in a hopeless situa-
tion. Thrown into prison, he
knew he was about to die. Herod
had begun eliminating Jesus’
disciples to please the religious
leaders who had watched nerv-
ously as the number of Jesus’
followers increased. But that
same supernatural power that
was growing the family of God
was working just as effectively
in Peter’s prison cell! An angel
awakened Peter and led him
out. At first, Peter didn’t believe
it, and neither did his friends!

1
2
3
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Bible Verse 
“God is with you 

wherever you go.”
(See Joshua 1:9.)
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Prepare Spring • Lesson 12

Art Center 
Make puppets from collage materials
and talk about what God did to show
love to Peter when he was in jail
Materials: Bible, lightweight cardboard,
scissors, ruler, stapler, large paper
plates, glue, a variety of collage items

Dramatic Play Center 
Act out the Bible story and talk about
how God was with Peter and showed
love to him 
Materials: Bible

Blocks Center 
Build places they go and talk about how
God is with them wherever they go
Materials: Bible, blocks, blue and green
fabric

Game Center 
Play a bowling game and talk about
places they go
Materials: Bible, large plastic cups, ball

Check off one 
or more options for 

each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: None

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player

Prayer 
Materials: Everyday Life Poster 4 from
Visual Resources

Puppet Time 
Materials: Buddy puppet

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 56-61 from 
Visual Resources, flannel board

1 Play to Learn
20 to 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 to 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 12 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, crayons or markers

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible, pictures of different 
locations, large Post-it Notes

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time 
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Art Center
Collect
Bible, lightweight cardboard, scissors, ruler, stapler, large paper
plates, glue, a variety of collage items (yarn, fabric and paper scraps,
ribbon, etc.).

Prepare
Cut cardboard into 2x6-inch (5x15-cm) strips, one for each child. 
Staple a strip to the back of each plate.

Do
Children glue collage items onto paper plates to make Bible story pup-
pets of Peter, the angel or Rhoda. Children use completed puppets to
show story action as you talk about the Bible story.

Teaching Tip
Cut fabric and paper scraps into small geometric shapes
for children to use in forming facial details.

Dramatic Play Center
Collect
Bible; optional—Bible-times costumes.

Do
Help each child choose a Bible story character to be: Peter, a soldier,
angel, one of Peter’s friends or Rhoda. (Optional: Children wear cos-
tumes.) Briefly tell the story, guiding children to act out story. 

Teaching Tip
Give simple directions to children so
that they know how to act out the
story. Each time you repeat the story,
children will be able to act it out with
less direction from you.

Play to Learn Spring • Lesson 12

Kindergarten Challenge
Children also make 
puppets of themselves.

Kindergarten Challenge
Children take turns directing 

the story action.

Talk About
• Today in our Bible story,
Peter was put in jail, even

though he had done nothing wrong.
God helped Peter escape from jail. God

loved Peter!

• After Peter left the jail, he went to his friend’s
house and knocked on the door. Peter’s friends
were surprised to hear his voice! 

• Open your Bible. The Bible says, “God is with you
wherever you go.” God was with Peter in jail. God
is with you wherever you go, Ally.

• Where are some places you go? It is good to
know that God is with us wherever we go!

Bible Story Activities
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Play to Learn

Kindergarten Challenge
Ask children to name buildings
they create (Tom’s house, Gro-
cery Store, Italian Restaurant,
etc.). Print the names children
tell you on slips of paper. Children
tape names to their buildings. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Each time a child takes a turn,

he or she counts the number
of cups he or she knocks over.

Blocks Center
Collect
Bible, blocks, blue and green fabric.

Do
Children use blocks to make buildings or outline roads that represent
places they go. Children use blue fabric to represent rivers, lakes or
other bodies of water that they visit; and use green fabric to represent
places that have lots of grass. 

Teaching Tip
While children build, sing “God is with you wherever you go” to the
tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” 

Game Center
Collect
Bible, large plastic cups, ball.

Do
On one side of an open area, set
up plastic cups like bowling pins.
Children take turns rolling ball at
cups to knock them over. 

Teaching Tip
Allow children the freedom to stand as close to the cups as they wish.
However, after a child has had several turns to successfully knock
over the cups, say, This time take five giant steps away from the
cups. For each round of the game, vary the distance.

Spring • Lesson 12Bible Verse Activities

Talk About
• Show your Bible open to
Joshua 1:9. The Bible says, “God

is with you wherever you go.” 

• Melanie, where are some places you go
with your sister? God is with you and loves

you when you are at the park.

• Sam, I know you like to go to the library with
your dad. God is with you at the library. God loves
you. God shows His love for you by giving you a
dad to care for you and books to read. 

• Briefly pray, thanking God for His love. 
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Collect
Bible, Everyday Life Poster 4 and Figures 56-61 from Visual Resources,
Preschool Music #1 CD and player, Buddy puppet, flannel board; op-
tional—God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children
come to the area. One at a time, pan-
tomime these actions: hike on a trail,
swim at the beach, swing at the park,
kick a soccer ball on the field, sleep at
grandma’s house, etc. As each action
is pantomimed, children guess what
the action is and where the action
might take place. Then lead children
in doing the actions together. God is
with us and loves us everywhere
we go. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Whisper each action to a volunteer who pantomimes the action for
others to guess. 

Bible Verse
Lead children in saying this finger play and doing the suggested ac-
tions. Repeat finger play several times. God is with each one of us.
And I’m glad! 

This is God’s Word, the Bible.

Open its pages wide.

“God is with you 
wherever you go”

Is what I read inside.

Kindergarten Challenge
Put a bookmark in your Bible at Joshua 1:9. Each time the finger play
is repeated, let a different child hold and open the Bible. 

Prayer
Show Everyday Life Poster 4. Put your
hand on your elbow if you can tell
where these children are. Child with
hand on elbow responds. What is hap-
pening outside? Volunteer responds.
No matter what happens, God is with
us. He loves us and cares for us. He
gives us people to care for us. Let’s
tell Him thank You. Dear God, we’re
glad that You are always with us.
Thank You for being with us when we
are at (volunteers tell places). Thank
You for loving us. We love You. In
Jesus’ name, amen. 

Song
This song tells us about God’s love for us. Play “In a Very Big
Way” (track 10 on CD) several times, inviting children to sing along
with you. Point to a different person in the group each time the words
“you” or “you’re” is sung. 

Puppet Time
Use Buddy puppet to perform the puppet script on the last page of
this lesson. 

Bible Story
Use Figures 56-61 to help tell the Bible story on the back of this page. 

Spring • Everyday Life Poster 4

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 12Large-Group Time
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Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 12Peter Escapes
Acts 12:1-18

Introduction
Knock on a door or wall. When a friend
comes to your house and knocks on
your door, what do you usually do? Vol-
unteers answer. Listen to hear what hap-
pened when a man knocked on the
door of his friend’s house. (Hold Bible
open to Acts 12 as you tell the story.)

Trouble in Jerusalem
After Jesus died and rose again, more and
more people believed that Jesus is God’s Son.
But that made some people in Jerusalem very unhappy. They wanted to
stop Jesus’ friends from telling others about Jesus. Soon Jesus’ friends
were being put in jail, even though they had done nothing wrong. 

One day Jesus’ friend Peter was put in jail, because he kept teaching
people about Jesus. Peter’s friends were very sad, so they started
praying. They prayed that God would help Peter.

Escape from Jail
One night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers in the jail. He had
chains around his arms and legs. Suddenly, Peter’s jail cell was bright
with light. God had sent an angel to help Peter! 

The angel woke Peter. “Quick—get up!” the angel said. 

Peter looked down. His chains had fallen off! The angel told
him to get dressed. Peter quickly put on his clothes and
shoes and followed the angel. The guards were asleep,
so they didn’t stop Peter and the angel! 

When the big iron gate to the city opened up, Peter must have
thought he was dreaming! Suddenly, the angel was gone. Peter said,
“God sent an angel to rescue me!”

Friends in a House
Peter went right to his friend’s house where many of his friends were.
He couldn’t wait to tell them that God had helped him! 

Peter knocked at the door. A servant girl named Rhoda came to an-
swer the knock. Before she opened the door, she asked, “Who is it?” 

“It’s ME!” said Peter. Rhoda was so excited, she left Peter outside and
ran right back to tell the people who were praying. 

“Peter is at the door!” she shouted. Everyone looked up at her in sur-
prise. They thought Rhoda had made a mistake. They were sure that
Peter was still in jail. 

All this time Peter was still knocking at the door! Finally his friends
opened the door. They were so happy to see Peter! Peter told them all
about the angel, the guards who didn’t stop him, the gate that
opened—everything! 

Peter’s friends were amazed. They were so happy that Peter was free
from jail. 

Conclusion
God had been with Peter, even in jail. God showed

His love in a wonderful way! God promises to
be with you, too. The Bible says, “God is

with you wherever you go.” (Optional:
Review story by using pages 482-487 in

God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

Before telling the story, tell children that when-
ever they hear words spoken by Peter, the angel or

Rhoda, they are to echo the words. Then as you tell the
Bible story, signal to children (hold hand to ear) when to

repeat the words.94
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Talk to Learn Spring • Lesson 12

TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 12 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, crayons or markers.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and demonstrate how 
to complete the page. Distrib-
ute sticker pages and crayons
or markers. As children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Verse Game
Collect
Bible, pictures of different locations, large Post-it Notes.

Prepare
Cover one picture with Post-
it Notes.

Do
The Bible says, “God is
with you wherever you
go.” Let’s play a game that
reminds us of places we go.
Children take turns removing
Post-it Notes, one at a time. After each Post-it Note is removed, vol-

unteers guess what the picture shows. Continue until entire pic-
ture has been revealed. Repeat activity with other pictures. 

Add your stickers to put the pictures in Bible story order.

Spring • Lesson 12 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Let’s talk!Who did God send to Peter to help him when he was in jail?

1 -2-3-4-5

See 

Joshua 

1:9. “God is with you wherever you go.” 

What thing is in each photo? Draw a line from 
each photo to the place you might see the thing.

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Let’s talk!
Where do you like to 
go? No matter where 
you go, God is with 
you and He loves you.

All done!

Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions, and give the papers to
children to take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite

children to sing along as they 
listen to “In a Very Big Way” 

(track 10), “Come On In!” (track 1)
and/or “Wave Good-Bye” (track 14)

on Preschool Music #1 CD.

Talk About
• Even though Peter did noth-
ing wrong, he was put in jail.

What did God do to show His love for
Peter? Who did God send to rescue Peter? 

• God was with Peter in jail. Garret, where is a
place that you go with your family? Emma,

where is a place you go with your dad? God is
with you wherever you go. 

• The Bible says, “God is with you wherever you go.”
No matter where you go, God is with you and
loves you. 

• We can pray, “Thank You, God, for always
being with us.” Lead children to say that

thank-you prayer with you. 
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Puppet Script Spring • Lesson 12

Home Again!
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Buddy: (Droops and acts tired.) Hi, Teacher. 

Leader: Hi, Buddy. Wow. You seem like a very droopy dog today! 

Buddy: I AM. I went far, far away for two whole days!

Leader: I bet that was fun. Where did you go?

Buddy: I went on a car trip!   

Leader: I didn’t know you could drive! 

Buddy: I can’t! I RODE in the car with my person!   

Leader: Oh! Did you see new things?

Buddy: (Nods.) I saw LOTS of new things. I saw really BIG trees . . .
and I saw BIG rocks . .  and I saw a lake, too!

Leader: Did you go camping? 

Buddy: I don’t know. We slept in a tent!

Leader: Ah, then I think you DID go camping! Did you get to swim
in the lake? 

Buddy: I did! It was VERY cold water. Brrr! I had to shake and shake
to get warm and dry! (Demonstrates.)

Leader: (Stops BUDDY’s shaking.) So you went far away and saw very
different things. Were you scared?

Buddy: No. I was with my person all the time. That way, I didn’t get
scared and bark a lot. We walked a long way, too. That was
fun! 

Leader: And now you’re back home. Are you glad?

Buddy: Yes! It was cold sleeping in a tent. But I have a fur coat to
help keep me warm. Did you ever sleep in a tent? 

Leader: Yes, I have! I have gone camping lots of times. One time I
even saw a BEAR!

Buddy: A bear! I would have barked and barked and barked! Did
you bark at the bear?

Leader: (Laughs.) No, but there were some dogs there that barked
and barked and barked! But God was with us, even in that
far-off place!

Buddy: Well, I’m glad you came home! 

Leader: I am, too! But whether I am far away or whether I am right
here with you, I know God is with me and loves me. 

Buddy: That’s good to know—especially when you’re far from
home.

Leader: And it’s good to know when you’re back at home again! 

Buddy: Yep! Well, I will see you later. I still
need to go unpack the things I
took on my trip.

Leader: Good-bye, Buddy! 
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