
 

Spring • Lesson 13Paul Helps a Lame Man

• What compels you to share the message of Jesus with others?

• How have others shown God’s love to you?

Wherever God calls you to go and whatever He calls you to do, He will guide and direct you.
Trust Him! God will give you the words and the opportunities to show His love to others. In
the regular routine of life, in teaching young children week after week, you are loving others
as God has loved you.

Goals for each child
Tell what Paul and Barnabas did to
show God’s love

Identify words and actions that
show God’s love

Ask God’s help in showing love to
others

Who? 
Paul, Barnabas, lame man, crowd

What? 
Paul and Barnabas showed love to a lame
man and told others about God’s love
(Acts 14:8-20)

When & Where?
While Paul was traveling on his first 
missionary journey, in the Roman 
town of Lystra

Why? 
To help children begin to think of the
needs of others and realize that they 
can show God’s love to others

Teacher Challenge
Read Acts 14:8-20. 

How can this story make a 
difference in your own life 
and in the lives of the children
you teach?

The love of God had been
poured out in Paul and Barn-
abas by His Spirit. They were
compelled by that love to go
into different cultures with the
life-changing message that the
God who made these pagan
peoples was calling them into
a family relationship with
Himself through Jesus. Jesus
had commanded His disciples,
“Love each other as I have
loved you” (John 15:12). That
powerful love moved Paul and
Barnabas to act.
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Bible Verse 
“Jesus said, ‘Love each 

other as I have loved you.’”
(See John 15:12.)
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Prepare Spring • Lesson 13

Blocks Center 
Build a town and use toy people to act
out the Bible story
Materials: Bible, blocks, a variety of 
recycled materials, toy people

Game Center 
Jump over blocks and talk about how
God showed love to a lame man  
Materials: Bible, blocks

Art Center 
Decorate mailboxes and create mail for
each other as a way to show God’s love
Materials: Bible, paper plates, scissors,
stapler, glue, a variety of collage materi-
als, marker, construction paper cut to fit
envelopes, envelopes, stickers

Snack Center 
Show love to each other by making a
snack together and talk about God’s love
Materials: Bible; equal amounts of
diced bananas, fruit cocktail, crushed
pineapple and plain yogurt; mixing bowl;
large spoon; paper cups; plastic spoons Check off one 

or more options for 
each step of the lesson

Come Together 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD and
player, small classroom object

Bible Verse 
Materials: Bible

Song 
Materials: Preschool Music #1 CD 
and player

Prayer 
Materials: None

Puppet Time 
Materials: Daffodil puppet, paper cup

Bible Story 
Materials: Bible, Figures 62-66 from 
Visual Resources, flannel board

1 Play to Learn
20 to 30 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of 
children in one or more activities

2 Listen to Learn
10 to 15 minutes

One teacher leads this large-group time to 
guide children in hearing and understanding 

the Bible story and Bible verse

3 Talk to Learn
15 minutes

Teachers guide small groups of children 
to complete TalkTime activity page and 

other activities as time allows

TalkTime Activity Page 
Materials: Bible, Lesson 13 TalkTime
activity page and sticker page for your-
self and each child, crayons or markers

Bible Verse Game
Materials: Bible, Preschool Music #1 CD
and player, an index card numbered 
either 1 or 2 for each child

• On Preschool Music #1 CD, play “Come
On In!” (track 1) as children arrive and
“Are You Ready?” (track 15) during 
cleanup time
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Blocks Center
Collect
Bible, blocks, a variety of recycled materials (small boxes, cardboard
tubes, etc.), toy people.

Do
Children use blocks and recycled materials to build the town that Paul
and Barnabas visited. As you talk about the Bible story, children use
toy people to act out what happened when God helped a man who
could not walk. 

Game Center
Collect
Bible, blocks.

Do
Children arrange blocks in several
lines about 3 feet (.9 m) apart, stack-
ing blocks at different heights for
each line. Children take turns jump-
ing over the blocks.

Teaching Tip
Children stack blocks no higher than
knee height.

Play to Learn Spring • Lesson 13

Kindergarten Challenge
Show children pictures of
Roman buildings with columns.
Children use boxes and card-
board tubes to make buildings
with columns.

Kindergarten Challenge
Children see how quickly they

can jump over all the lines.

Talk About
• Today in our Bible story,
Paul and Barnabas showed

God’s love. They helped a man
whose legs didn’t work. Then they told

a crowd of people, “God loves you!”

• Open your Bible. The Bible tells us, “Jesus said,
‘Love each other as I have loved you.’” Jesus
loves us! And we can show His love to others.

• We can show love by telling others, “God loves
you!” just like Paul and Barnabas did.

• Deon, you are sharing with Michael. That’s a
way to show God’s love. What is something

else you can share with a friend to show
God’s love?

Bible Story Activities
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Play to Learn

Kindergarten Challenge
On a large sheet of paper, print
the names of each child in the
class. Children refer to the paper
as they create mail for each other.

Kindergarten Challenge
Children use measuring 

cups to measure one cup 
of each ingredient before

adding it to bowl.

Art Center
Collect
Bible, paper plates, scissors, stapler, glue, a variety of collage materi-
als (tissue scraps, ribbon, lace, fabric scraps, etc.), marker, construc-
tion paper cut to fit envelopes, envelopes, stickers.

Prepare
For each child, cut a paper plate in
half. Then staple paper-plate halves
as shown to form a play mailbox. 

Do
Children decorate their paper-plate
mailboxes by gluing on collage ma-

terials. Print each child’s name on his or her mailbox. Set mailboxes
around the room at various places. Children show love to each other
by making mail for each other. To make mail, children color on
construction paper, place construction paper into envelopes
and attach stickers to envelopes. Children place mail in
each other’s mailboxes. 

Teaching Tip
Children decorate mailboxes with Lesson 13
Bonus Stickers from TalkTime activity pages.  

Snack Center
Collect
Bible; equal amounts of diced bananas, fruit cocktail, crushed pineap-
ple and plain yogurt; mixing bowl; large spoon; paper cups; plastic
spoons.

Do
Children wash hands and then take
turns adding equal amounts of each
ingredient to bowl and stirring with
large spoon to mix. Children spoon
fruit mix into cups and give to each
other to eat. 

Teaching Tip
Post a note alerting parents to the use of food in this activity.

Also check registration forms for possible food 
allergies or restrictions.

Spring • Lesson 13Bible Verse Activities

Talk About
• Show your open Bible. The
Bible tells us, “Jesus said, ‘Love

each other as I have loved you.’”
Jesus loves us, and we can show His love

to others.

• Saying kind words is a way to show God’s love
to others. Reid, what are some kind words we
can say when we want something to eat? When
someone gives us a gift?  

• Pray, Thank You, God, for loving us. Please help us
show Your love to others.

• My friend shows God’s love by making cook-
ies for me. Bella, who is one of your

friends? How can you show God’s love
to her? What can you say?
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Collect
Bible, Figures 62-66 from Visual Resources, Preschool Music #1 CD and
player, Daffodil puppet, small classroom object (marker, crayon, etc.),
paper cup, flannel board; optional—God’s Story for Me Bible storybook.

Come Together
Begin this activity as first children
come to the area. Children sit in
circle. While you play “Sing Praises”
(track 16 on CD), children pass
small classroom object around the
circle. After a short time, stop the
music. Who can you show God’s
love to? Child holding object an-
swers the question. Repeat activity
as time permits. 

Kindergarten Challenge
After naming a person, child tells a way to show God’s love to the per-
son. If children need help thinking of ways, ask, When might your
dad need help? What is something kind you can say to your
grandpa?

Bible Verse
Open Bible to John 15:12. The Bible tells us, “Jesus said, ‘Love
each other as I have loved you.’” Repeat Bible verse with children
several times, clapping together on the capitalized syllables: “LOVE
each OTH-er as I have loved YOU.” I’m glad Jesus loves me. And
I’m glad to show His love to other people. 

Kindergarten Challenge
Volunteers create their own clapping patterns for others to imitate. 

Prayer
Invite volunteers to name people to whom they wish to show God’s
love. Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in showing His love
to others, mentioning the names suggested by children. 

Song
Play “In a Very Big Way” (track 10
on CD) several times, inviting
children to sing along with you,
clapping their hands every time
they sing the word “loves.” 

Puppet Time
Use Daffodil puppet and paper
cup to perform the puppet script
on the last page of this lesson. 

Bible Story
Use Figures 62-66 to help tell the Bible story on the back of this page. 

Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 13Large-Group Time
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Listen to Learn Spring • Lesson 13Paul Helps a Lame Man
Acts 14:8-20

Introduction
Ask children to jump in place. What are some other things you
like to do with your legs? (Run. Ride scooter.) Listen to hear
what happened to a man whose legs did not work. (Hold Bible
open to Acts 14 as you tell the story.)

Two Traveling Friends
Paul and his friend Barnabas traveled together. They walked to many
different cities and told people about Jesus. They helped people who
were sick. Many, many people believed that Jesus is God’s Son.

A Lame Man
One day Paul and Barnabas came to a town called Lystra. They began
telling the people there about Jesus. “Jesus is God’s Son,” they said.
“Jesus helps people.” They told the people that God loves everyone.
As Paul talked, he looked at one man in the crowd. This man had
never walked in his whole life. The man was lame. Being lame means
that the man’s legs didn’t work right. He couldn’t run, jump, skip or
even walk!

A Surprised Man
But the man was listening very carefully to everything Paul said. And

Paul could see that the man believed
in Jesus! And the lame man believed
God could make his legs well and
strong.

So Paul said to the
man, “Stand up on
your feet!”

The man must have been surprised. Everyone must have been sur-
prised! But suddenly, the lame man jumped up on his feet! He began
to walk around. His legs were well! The man was so happy! 

An Excited Crowd
When the people in the crowd saw the man walking around, they got
very excited. They began to shout to each other. The people didn’t
understand that God had helped the lame man. They thought Paul
and Barnabas had made the man’s legs well.

Of course, that wasn’t true! Paul and Barnabas were just people like
everyone else. Paul and Barnabas rushed into the crowd to tell them
the truth. They wanted everyone to know it was God who had made
the lame man’s legs strong and well.

Paul said, “We are only men, just like you! We came here to bring good
news about God. He made everything. He cares for you and gives you
good things. God loves you!” Paul and Barnabas wanted the people
to understand that God loves everyone. 

Paul and Barnabas continued to travel to other cities. They knew that
God loved them. That’s why Paul and Barnabas helped people and
told others about God. 

Conclusion
Paul and Barnabas knew how much God loved them. And they

were glad to help others learn about God’s love.
We can show God’s love to others, too. The

Bible tells us, “Jesus said, ‘Love each
other as I have loved you.’” (Optional:

Read more about Paul on pages 488-
492 in God’s Story for Me Bible story-

book.)

Creative Bible 
Storytelling Idea

Before class, print “Paul,” “Barnabas,” “lame
man” and “crowd” on separate adhesive name tags.

Make one name tag for each child. Give a name tag to
each child. As you tell the story, guide children in moving

to show the appropriate action. 102
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Talk to Learn Spring • Lesson 13

TalkTime Activity Page
Collect
Bible, Lesson 13 TalkTime activity page and sticker page for yourself
and each child, crayons or markers.

Do
Distribute TalkTime activity
pages and demonstrate how 
to complete the page. Distrib-
ute sticker pages and crayons
or markers. As children com-
plete their own page, talk
about the items on the page.

Bible Verse Game
Collect
Bible, Preschool Music #1 CD and player,
an index card numbered either 1 or 2 for
each child. 

Do
The Bible tells us, “Jesus said, ‘Love
each other as I have loved you.’” Let’s
talk about ways to love others. Place
index cards facedown on floor in an open
area. As you play music, children walk
around the room. When the music stops,
each child picks up the card he or she is
closest to and tells the number. Volunteers tell either one or two ways

to show God’s love to others. (Optional: Children name people to
whom they may show love.)

Look at the big picture to find and 
count the things in the circles above.

Spring • Lesson 13 • Ages 4 & 5

Name

Let’s talk!What did Paul do to show God’s love? What did he tell the crowd of people?

See

John

15:12.

“Jesus said, ‘Love each other as I have loved you.’” 

Cross out the picture that doesn’t belong in each row. Add 
your stickers to show who would use the things in each row.

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Let’s talk!
How can you show God’s 
love by using something 
pictured on this page?

Great
job!

Family FunTime Page
Show page 1 of Family FunTime,
review the conversation sugges-
tions, and give the papers to
children to take home.

Music Fun
During transition times, invite

children to sing along as they 
listen to “In a Very Big Way” 

(track 10), “Come On In!” (track 1)
and/or “Wave Good-Bye” (track 14)

on Preschool Music #1 CD.

Talk About
• Who did Paul and Barnabas
see in the crowd? 

• What did Paul and Barnabas do to show
God’s love? 

• What did Paul say to the crowd about God?

• The Bible tells us, “Jesus said, ‘Love each other as
I have loved you.’” The words we say and the
things we do can show God’s love to others. 

• We know that God loves us. We can show God’s
love to others. What is something kind you can
do to show God’s love? What is something

kind you can say?
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Puppet Script Spring • Lesson 13

A Cupful of Love
(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. 
Or you may have a helper play one of the parts.)

Daffodil: (Holds an empty paper cup in her bill.) Hi, Teacher! 

Leader: Hello, Daffodil! (Takes paper cup.) Tell, me, Daffodil, why
are you holding this cup? 

Daffodil: It was a GIFT! A lady came to the pond today. She brought
some seeds and bread and other goodies. And she gave me
a cup full of treats!

Leader: So why is the cup empty now?   

Daffodil: (Laughs.) Because I ATE the treats, silly!  

Leader: That sure was kind of her! She showed love to you, didn’t
she?

Daffodil: Yep. I like that!  

Leader: I like to see people showing love to others, too!   

Daffodil: Do you know what else happened?  

Leader: No, but I’d love for you to tell me. 

Daffodil: Okay! (Pauses and looks around.)

Leader: Well, what else happened?

Daffodil: Oh! My friend Simone bumped her head when she jumped
into the pond. Then Buddy the dog helped her up and
licked her head! And Teddy the turtle gave her a flower.
Then she was all better!

Leader: Wow! It sounds like lots of folks were showing love at the
pond this week! 

Daffodil: Yep. But—

Leader: But what?

Daffodil: I wish I knew how to show love to others. I couldn’t think
of ANYTHING to do for Simone! And I don’t have any
treats to share with the others at the pond. All I have is
this cup!

Leader: Hmm. Maybe the boys and girls could help us think of
something you could do with the cup to show love to oth-
ers. Boys and girls, what do you think? (Pauses to allow chil-
dren to tell ideas, including the idea of putting flowers in the
cup to give to Simone.)

Daffodil: Those are great ideas! I think Simone would LOVE a cup-
ful of flowers! 

Leader: Great! You can pass on the love the lady showed you. And
you can share the pretty cup! 

Daffodil: I will! I’m going to pick some flowers! Then I’ll go see 
Simone! (Takes cup with bill.) Bye! 
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