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Overview 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

In Chapters 1-7, we see the story of two temples unfolding as the early Christians try to navigate 
how both part of the Jewish community and yet they are different as well. The tensions between 
the early Church and the local religious leaders come to a boiling point, resulting in the 
martyrdom of Stephen. Persecution breaks out and sends the young Church scattered in all 
directions. What seemed to be a likely end to the story is ultimately used by God to turn the page 
and write a new chapter.  

In fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8, the Church continues to spread to the whole world. Acts 
Chapters 8-12 recount some of the earliest stories of how Jesus continued to build His Church 
outside the bounds of Jerusalem in the neighboring regions of Judea and Samaria. 

The early believers share the life-changing message of the gospel as they are led by the Spirit and 
many come to faith in Jesus. But as people from the neighboring region respond, the Church 
begins to look and sound differently than it did in Jerusalem. Samaritans, Ethiopians, Romans, and 
many more start coming to faith, and as a result the Church begins to struggle with 
understanding its own identity and culture bias. 

This section narrates how this multi-ethnic, multi-national group of believers came to be called by 
a new name: Christian. 

How to use this guide 
This guide is meant to help you understand and respond to God’s Word. Each chapter will give a 
basic overview, some key questions to ask, and prompts for how to apply it to your life. When 
you come to read God’s Word, whether you are in a small group or on your own, take time to 
come before God in worship. Ask Him to lead and guide your time. Ask for grace to read, listen, 
and respond as He leads.  
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Acts 8: Judea and Samaria 
Overview 
Jesus continues to build His Church through men and women who are led by the Spirit. Acts 8 
shows us that it is not just the Apostles who are doing the work. God is using men like Philip in 
unique and powerful ways.  

While many people are coming to faith, two key individuals are highlighted by author Luke: 
Simon the Magician and an Ethiopian official. Simon was famous for his syncretic melding of 
Jewish, Samaritan, and pagan magical practices to perform miraculous acts. He is receptive to the 
message of Jesus and impressed by the power of Jesus (seen through the Apostles) and tries to 
add this new faith to his repertoire only to find that it is incompatible.  

Later, Philip is miraculously transported near the chariot of a powerful Ethiopian public official 
who is returning from Jerusalem. The Ethiopian eunuch is reading the scroll of Isaiah as Philip 
joins him and proclaims the prophecy to be about Jesus. The eunuch responds in faith to Philip’s 
words and he is baptized on the spot. Philip is miraculously transported again and continues to 
spread the message of the gospel.  

~Read Acts 8~ 

Key Questions 
Why would it have seemed unusual for Philip to be proclaiming the message of Jesus in Samaria? 
(cf. Luke 10:25-37; John 4:9). 

Did Simon truly come to faith? Why or why not? 
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What was so offensive to Peter about Simon’s question? What was Simon planning to do with 
such power? 

 

 

 

How does Christ and His Church relate to culture? 

 

 

 

How do you know that the Ethiopian official was already open to the message of Jesus? 

 

 

 

In what sense does this passage from Isaiah speak of Jesus? What does that imply about how we 
should read the Bible? 

 

 

 

In this chapter we see people coming to faith and then immediately being baptized with water. 
Why is that important? 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
The message of Jesus is for all people in all places. When we limit our view of those who are 
“likely” to be open to the gospel we end up closing our hearts and our minds to what God may 
want to do through us. Who in your life is on the “unlikely” to ever respond to the gospel list? 
Ask God to lead you this week to see where the Spirit of God is at work and then pray for 
boldness to talk with them about the hope you have in Jesus.  
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Acts 9: Judea and Samaria 
Overview 
The conversion of Saul is one of the key moments in the entire book of Acts. In fact, Paul’s 
miraculous transformation is recounted 3 separate times in this book in order to highlight how 
unlikely it was that a fiery fanatic bent on persecuting the Church would become one of her 
greatest supporters. This chapter highlights the sovereign hand of Jesus who is firmly in control 
of His growing movement. 

~Read Acts 9~ 
 

Key Questions 
It was Paul’s passion about worshiping the Holy God of Israel that drove him to persecute the 
followers of Jesus, whom he considered to be heretical. His run-in with Jesus reveals how wrong 
he actually was. Can you truly worship God if you don’t worship Jesus? What implications does 
that have for today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus asks, “why are you persecuting me?” In what ways did Paul persecute Jesus? How does 
Jesus feel when His Church is hurting? How do you think Jesus feels when you are persecuted? 
 
 
 
 
 
Compare and contrast how Saul began his journey to Damascus with how Paul left Damascus. 
What is similar and what is different? 
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When did we see Peter healing in Acts? Why do you think it was important to Luke to show that 
the work of Jesus continues moving forward? 
 
 
 
 
Why is it surprising that Peter stayed at Simon the Tanner’s (a leatherworker) house? What shift 
is beginning to take place in Peter? 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Jesus has a firm grip. We often see images of Jesus pleading and graciously inviting the lost to 
return to Him. We see Him transforming what man intended for evil into something good. All of 
these visions are true and beautiful, but if we do not also see a Jesus who is in absolute control, 
then we miss something important. Jesus didn’t beg Saul to convert. He told him to and then 
proceeded to tell him what his life mission was going to be about from that point forward. The 
vision of Jesus on the road to Damascus will challenge your own control over your life and bring 
comfort to the seeming chaos of the world around you. Meditate on that vision. 
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Acts 10: Judea and Samaria 
Overview 
Acts 10 shows us how a local and Jewish religion became an “everybody-and-everywhere” 
religion. For the first time the gospel goes directly to a Gentile family. God is in absolute control 
as He coordinates Peter and Cornelius to encounter one another, which culminates in the 
granting of God’s Holy Spirit to Gentile believers. Peter’s vision of the catch net provides a 
crucial theological point about how God’s work is for all people and not simply for the Jewish 
community.  

 

~Read Acts 10~ 
 

Key Questions 
Whose idea was it for Peter and Cornelius to meet? List ways in which God is taking the lead in 
this chapter. What is the significance of that? 
 

 

 

 

Cornelius was a leader in the Roman military which actively oppressed Israel as well as many 
other groups. Why does that add to the community’s resistance to accept him as a believer in 
Jesus? 
 

 

 

We often want retribution for our oppressors, but here God leads with reconciliation. What does 
that say about our God and how does that challenge us? 
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Peter has risked his life, performed miracles, and preached to countless men and women up to 
this point, and yet at the vision of the catch net, Peter tell Jesus no. Why is that? 
 

 

 

 

Does “clean” according to Levitical law mean morally good or something else? 

 

 

 

 

Think back through the coming of the Holy Spirit throughout Acts up to this point. What is 
different about the coming of the Holy Spirit in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
What God has called clean, do not call unclean. Peter had internalized a cultural heritage that 
translated ceremony as morality. Those who were “clean” were good, and those who were 
“unclean” were bad. Peter’s implicit bias that Gentiles were unclean was keeping him from 
seeing the work of our Lord. Like Peter, we struggle to separate our cultural narratives about 
what the work of God looks like with the radical message of the gospel. Jesus still invites us to 
see, celebrate, and internalize His good and perfect work. Pray for the wisdom to see God’s work 
in a fresh way and for the courage to challenge your own beliefs.   

  



9 | THE ACTS OF JESUS STUDY GUIDE 

Acts 11: Judea and Samaria 
Overview 
The Church in Jerusalem begins to come to grips with the seismic shift that took place in the 
previous chapter. Years of cultural and religious backdrop were being upended as Jesus 
continued to build a multi-national and multi-ethnic Church. The Church grows in Antioch as 
Saul (Paul) and Barnabas preach the gospel and it is there that believers are called Christians for 
the first time. They are not named by their geographic location, nor by their heritage; they are 
named after their Lord.   

 

~Read Acts 11~ 
 

Key Questions 
What did the pro-circumcision party criticize Peter for? What is the accusation beneath the 
accusation? Why do you suppose they picked circumcision as a key issue and not something like 
the Sabbath laws? 

 

 

 

The early Church struggled with factions and the modern Church struggles with factions. What 
are some of those factions today and how do you believe Jesus views them? 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean to stand in God’s way? 
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Humanly speaking, would there have been a Paul if there hadn’t been a Barnabas? Why was he 
so important? Why is the concept of the “body of Christ” still important? 

 

 

 

 

What is significant about the Church in Antioch calling the believers in Jerusalem their brothers? 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
You are called Christian. The early Church struggled to define its identity across cultural and 
geographic lines. Their identity was not less than these things; it was more. They were named after 
their Lord and began to see one another as family. This is still the vision of the Church. If you 
know and follow Jesus, you are a part of something that spans this world. You are a part of God’s 
family and one day your home will be in heaven with all the redeemed from all of time. Fight for 
the unity that Jesus bought for us with His life as you proudly bear His name.   
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Acts 12: Judea and Samaria 
Overview 
James is killed and Peter is thrown into prison as persecution increases against the early Church, 
this time at the hands of King Herod. The Church intercedes on Peter’s behalf, and through the 
power of prayer Peter is miraculously released. Instead of succeeding in his persecution of the 
Church, Herod faces instantaneous divine judgment for sacrilege and blasphemy.  

 

~Read Acts 12~ 
 

Key Questions 
This chapter begins with a dire situation. Does being right keep you from being wronged? How 
does this challenge our expectations about life? 

 

 

 

 

The Church prayed earnestly for Peter and the future of their community under Herod. Why did 
they resort to prayer and what was the result? 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think God invites us to pray instead of simply acting without our participation? 
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Based on Peter and Mary’s responses, what do you think they were expecting to happen? 

 

 

 

What was Herod’s critical mistake that brought about instantaneous judgment? How was that 
different from murdering James earlier in the chapter? 

 

 

 

 

What does this passage imply about differing types of sin and consequences? 
 

 

 

 

 
Applying Truth 
Doing the right thing didn’t keep James and Peter from being wronged. They were God’s 
emissaries, moving at His command and doing His will. And yet, they were not shielded from 
trouble and persecution. Our own Lord bore the name “man of sorrows.” In this world you will 
have trouble, but do not lose heart, for our Savior has overcome the world. In the upside-down 
scheme of redemption, it was the very death of Jesus that brought about our life. God has not lost 
nor has He given up on you. Pray to Him and trust the Author of life even when it feels like 
death. 
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