
Supp l i e s :  

 Rocks – 2-4 per child OR/ Alternative to rocks - Crumpled newspaper 
 Black marker 
 Empty Easter baskets 
 A piece of red fabric (T-shirt, napkin or construction paper will do) 

Instruct i o ns :  

1. On Good Friday, go on a “rock hunt” to your favorite park.  (If weather isn’t 
cooperative or your park doesn’t have rocks, no worries – you can make “rocks” using 
crumpled newspaper.) 

2. When you get back home, gather your children around the table with their empty 
Easter baskets and the rocks.   

3. Start by asking about the Easter story, what happened, why we celebrate.  Ultimately 
you want to lead them to the fact that our sins are why Jesus came to die. 

4. Have your children give suggestions of things they know are wrong that they have 
done – some sins are big, some are small.  The sins should be relatable to your children 
– lying, disobedience, being mean to siblings. 

5. Whatever they mention, write it on a rock and have them place it in his/her basket.   

6. After placing a few rocks in each child’s basket, show them how heavy the basket 
becomes and what a burden it is to carry with all the rocks in it.  Sin weighs us down. 

7. Read Ezekiel 36:26. 

8. Cover the baskets with a red cloth to symbolize Jesus’ blood shed for us, covering our 
sins and put them away someplace dark like Jesus’ body was put away in a tomb. 

9. Allow the rocks to sit covered until Easter Sunday, when they will be replaced with 
good and sweet things.  (Don’t forget to replace the rocks on Saturday night with 
treats your kids would normally get in their baskets.) 

10. When your children wake up on Easter morning and excitedly run to check their 
baskets, they’ll see the rocks are gone!  Explain Jesus replaces our sin with love, 
kindness, compassion, forgiveness and a new life in him if we choose to accept it.  Life 
with Jesus is sweet!   

11. Read Psalm 103:12. 
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Ezekiel 36:26 

“I will give you a new heart 
and a new spirit within you.  
And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh.” 

Psalm 103: 12 

“…as far as the east is 
from the west,  

so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.” 


