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Overview 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

In Chapters 1-7, we see the story of two temples unfolding as the early Christians try to navigate 
how both are part of the Jewish community and yet they are also different. The tensions between 
the early Church and the local religious leaders come to a boiling point, resulting in the 
martyrdom of Stephen. Persecution breaks out and sends the young Church scattered in all 
directions. What seems to be a likely end to the story is ultimately used by God to turn the page 
and write a new chapter.  

In fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8, the Church continues to spread to the whole world. Acts 
Chapters 8-12 recount some of the earliest stories of how Jesus continued to build His Church 
outside the bounds of Jerusalem in the neighboring regions of Judea and Samaria. It is there that 
the Church begins to wrestle with its evolving identity and starts to grow in its understanding of 
God’s grace for all people. 

Chapters 13-18 detail the first two missionary journeys of Paul. These trips are met with varying 
degrees of “success,” and yet, even in difficult situations, the Word of God continues to flourish 
in new and surprising ways. Jesus is sending the miraculous message of hope to the ends of the 
earth. 

How to use this guide 
This guide is meant to help you understand and respond to God’s Word. Each chapter will give a 
basic overview, some key questions to ask, and prompts for how to apply it to your life. When 
you come to read God’s Word, whether you are in a small group or on your own, take time to 
come before God in worship. Ask Him to lead and guide your time. Ask for grace to read, listen, 
and respond as He leads.  
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Acts 13: First Missionary Journey 
Overview 
In Acts 13, we find a small group of leaders in the church fasting and worshiping God when the 
Holy Spirit calls Saul and Barnabas to a special purpose: taking the Gospel throughout the Roman 
Empire. They embark on their first missionary journey, beginning on the island of Cyprus, which 
was a key port for the region and the birthplace of Barnabas. Their early missionary efforts in 
Cyprus, as well as in the city of Antioch, in the province of Pisidia, are met with surprising success 
from among the Gentiles who rejoice in hearing the good news of the Gospel.  

~Read Acts 13~ 
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Key Questions 
What is the difference between God’s general will for your life and God’s specific will? 

How do most people go about “finding God’s will” for their lives today? 

How did Paul and Barnabas find God’s specific calling for their lives? How is that different from 
what is commonly practiced today? 

Paul and Barnabas had already spent years doing ministry and leading in whatever way they 
could. They didn’t wait until they had a specific calling to get started; they got involved where they 
could and allowed God to direct them as they went. How does that affirm or challenge our view 
of service in the Church today? 

Based on the names listed in this chapter, we know that these early Church leaders came from 
diverse backgrounds. What do you think drew them together? What do you think can draw a 
diverse group of Christians together today? 

Who responded to the message of the Gospel and who rejected the Gospel in this chapter? In what 
ways is that surprising? 
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What do you imagine “success” on a mission trip should look like? What do you imagine “success” 
looks like in your own attempts to talk about Jesus with people who don’t know Him? 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Saul and Barnabas found their specific calling while they were actively living out their general 
calling. Each and every believer is told to live a life worthy of the calling of Christ Jesus. As we 
worship God and walk in His Spirit, He will lead and guide us to unique opportunities that have 
been prepared in advance for us. If we live our lives in this context, we do not have to fear missing 
out on what God has for us. This week, recommit yourself to living a life of praise and worship 
with other believers, and trust God to meet you in that place.
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Acts 14: First Missionary Journey 
Overview 
Paul and Barnabas’ mission trip has already been met with a mixed response, but the events 
recorded in Acts 14 are both unexpected and painful. While in Lystra, Paul notices a man who was 
lame but had the faith to be healed. Paul performs a miraculous healing in the sight of many, but 
the miracle is misunderstood. Instead of listening to his message, the people assume that the Greek 
gods have come to visit. The city’s praise quickly sours as some members of the Jewish community 
rile up the city against Paul, who is stoned nearly to death. Paul and Barnabas return through Syria, 
encouraging those who recently came to faith by telling them that “we must go through many 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” (v. 22) 

~Read Acts 14~ 
 

Key Questions 
Iconium was sharply divided on how to respond to the Gospel. Many people rejoiced to hear it 
while others became enemies who actively worked against it. Do we expect the Gospel to be 
divisive? Are we comfortable sharing a Gospel that is divisive? 

 

 

 

When Paul and Barnabas learned about the plot to stone them, they fled. When should we try to 
escape persecution and suffering?  

 

 

 

What do you think it means that the lame man possessed enough faith to be healed? What is the 
relationship between our faith and our divine experiences? 
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Paul and Barnabas deny being Greek gods and encourage the people to turn from worthless 
worship. He affirms that they have signs of the true God’s care all around them, including the fact 
that He loves to fill their hearts with joy. What groups would be considered against or even anti-
Christian today? What do we think about these groups? What does God think about these groups? 

Paul and Barnabas journeyed back to Antioch, encouraging those who came to faith over the course 
of their trip. They encouraged them to remain true to the faith and to expect to go through 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God. What does that mean? How does this chapter speak to the 
balance between cowardice and a martyrdom complex?  

Why were elders so important to the Church? 

Applying Truth 
Romans 5:8 says: "but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Paul and Barnabas’ missionary journey was met with a lot of misunderstanding and hostility. 
And yet they believed in a God who still loves His enemies. Paul, who took part in Stephen’s 
stoning, was now himself being stoned. If God could love Him, then He must love them as well. 
Our ability to see our “enemies” with love and compassion is directly related to our ability to see 
God’s love for us even when we were “enemies.” May you see the world through God’s eyes this 
week. 
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Acts 15: Second Missionary Journey 
Overview 
There is almost a three-year gap between the end of Paul’s first missionary journey and the start of 
his second missionary journey. During that time, a group came down from Judea to Antioch 
proclaiming that salvation was contingent on following the Mosaic requirement of circumcision. 
The apostles meet and ultimately reject this new “requirement” but ask that both Gentiles and Jews 
work to not intentionally offend one another. The chapter concludes with a sharp disagreement 
between Paul and Barnabas over John Mark’s participation in their next mission trip. The conflict 
becomes so contentious that Paul and Barnabas decide to split and go their separate ways.  

~Read Acts 15~ 

Key Questions 
It has been years since Peter’s encounter with Cornelius and the disciples’ first lesson in accepting 
Gentile believers into the faith. Why do you think this is coming back up now? What does this 
show us about ingrained bias and the process of change?  

© 2018 Faithlife 
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Peter, Paul and Barnabas, and James all speak into this decision. What different points did these 
men make? What does that teach us about the value of engaging different godly perspectives in 
important decision-making moments? 

James concludes that they should not make it unnecessarily difficult for Gentiles who want to turn 
to God. What does that mean? How do we sometimes make it difficult for people to turn to God 
today? What is the difference in mindset between an inwardly focused church and an outwardly 
focused church? 

The council did have an “ask” for the Gentile believers. There were a couple of key issues that were 
bound to be sensitive between both groups and so they were asked to abstain from them for the 
sake of the whole community. What does this teach us about our personal freedom in Christ and 
our responsibility to the community of faith?  

Their letter to the Gentile believers mentions that the Holy Spirit also saw this as a good 
compromise for both communities. Can God be active even in the messiness of church conflict? 
Why is it hard to see the divine amidst messy human moments? When someone loses faith in God 
or in the Church amidst the messiness of growing together, what does that reveal about their 
expectations? 
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Paul and Barnabas had such a sharp disagreement that they split up and went different ways. How 
did God use that to further His mission? Give some examples of what that might look like today. 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
At the appointed time Jesus was made incarnate into this world: fully God and fully man. People 
struggled to believe that truth during His ministry, and we still struggle with it today. Can God be 
found in the messiness of real life, or does He only work when it is sanitized and orderly? Instead 
of pulling up stakes and cutting ties when things get messy, what would it look like to see God’s 
providential hand among His people? Ask God to give you a faith that is big enough to include 
real life.   
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Acts 16: Second Missionary Journey 
Overview 
Paul sets out with Timothy and Silas intending to go to Asia and Bithynia. The Spirit guides them, 
instead, to Macedonia where they find both open hearts and persecution. Paul and Silas are 
unjustly jailed and experience a doubly miraculous event: they are freed and yet they choose to 
remain.   

 

~Read Acts 16~ 
 

Key Questions 
Timothy’s father was Greek, though his mother and grandmother were Jewish, and while he had 
been taught a strong foundation of faith from the women in his life, he had not yet been 
circumcised. What about this background might create a challenge for Timothy? 

 

 

As Timothy joins up with Paul and Silas, we read that he was circumcised. This decision seems 
unusual given the topic of the previous chapters. What do you think is going on in Paul’s mind 
here? cf. Galatians 5:2; 1 Corinthians 7:18, 9:19-23. 

 

 

In Acts, we see Christians embracing culture and heritage at some points and critiquing it at other 
points. How should the Church do that today?  

 

 

Paul’s strategy was to go to Asia and Bithynia to proclaim the Gospel, but instead, God redirected 
him to Macedonia. This was not the most influential region and, indeed, there were many in deep 
poverty there who would respond to the Gospel (2 Corinthians 8:1-2). What does this say about 
our strategy versus God’s strategy? 
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Was Paul’s plan a bad one? What is the balance between using our minds and good sense and 
being open to God’s leading in an unexpected direction? 

 

 

 

Lydia was the first convert in the region who “prevailed” upon the group to join her at her home. 
If you were to describe Lydia in today’s context in NYC, what would she look like? 

 

 

 

How is the jailbreak scene different from what we saw in Chapter 12? What does their singing 
imply about their state of mind and heart during the imprisonment?  

 

 

 

Paul was willing to suffer for his faith and so he endured injustice from the city officials. When he 
was freed, however, he used his legal status to make them face the consequences of their actions. 
What is the balance between turning the other cheek and leveraging our resources for justice? 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Sometimes God wants you to raise your voice. When we praise Him publicly during times of 
difficulty and suffering, it draws attention to Him and invites Him to work for our good and His 
glory. Paul and Silas were willing to use their pain as a platform for the Gospel, and because of 
that, a whole family came to faith and a church was established. May you have the courage to lift 
your voice even in your dark night.    
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Acts 17: Second Missionary Journey 
Overview 
Paul and Silas continue their missionary journey through Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens. In all 
three locations, they are met with a mixture of acceptance and resistance. While the presentation 
of Jesus is not dangerous or seditious as some would claim, it certainly is controversial. Paul deftly 
speaks the same truth in different ways depending on his listeners’ religious and cultural 
backgrounds.  Even though their time in each location is short, their bold witness establishes young 
churches that continue to grow even after they (sometimes hastily!) leave. 

~Read Acts 17~ 
 

Key Questions 
The text notes that Paul “reasoned,” “explained,” “proved,” and “persuaded” in his sharing of the 
Gospel. How does that compare with or differ from your view of evangelism? 
 
 
 
What are the different responses to the Gospel that you see in this chapter? What was Paul’s 
response to people rejecting what he said? If Paul didn’t share the Gospel out of fear of rejection, 
what do you think would have happened? 
 
 
 
What keeps you from verbally sharing your faith with other people? 
 
 
 
How did Paul’s presentation of the Gospel change based on his audience? 
 
 
 
What sources of authority did Paul reference when he spoke in Athens? How do you think he was 
aware of their customs and poets? 
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What are the sources of authority that people around you listen to?  
 
 
 
What is the balance between being a citizen of heaven and a citizen of where you live today?  
 
 
 
What does it look like when that dual citizenship gets out of balance? 
 
 
 
How does the incarnation of Jesus speak to this text? How does it speak to our lives today? 
 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Jesus continues to build His Church through men and women who are led by the Holy Spirit. Have 
you ever stopped to wonder why He does it that way? While God could simply write a letter in 
the clouds for all to see, He is a God who incarnates truth into our reality. Men and women are 
God’s method. Pray for the faith to believe that God can build His Church through you. May you 
follow our Lord’s example by incarnating the Gospel in all spheres of your life.
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Acts 18: Second Missionary Journey 

Overview 
Paul’s journey takes him to the city of Corinth, which was known for its lucrative trade and 
debased morals. A relatively new town, it was still sizable with an estimated population of 200,000 
and a reputation for being gritty. The Roman poet Horace once said that it was the sort of place 
where only the tough survive. In this gritty urban context, Paul continues his ministry in the stream 
of life and work. After a year and a half in Corinth, persecution again moves Paul back through 
Ephesus to Antioch.  

 

~Read Acts 18~ 
 

Key Questions 
Paul meets a husband and wife named Aquila and Priscilla who had recently been expelled from 
Rome. This likely refers to the edict of 49 AD which expelled the Jewish people from Rome for 
causing civil disturbances due to a controversy over Chrestus (likely a misspelling of Christ). From 
a human viewpoint, this is a tragedy for the couple. Based on what you read in this chapter, what 
was God’s bigger plan for Aquila and Priscilla? 
 
 
 
What does it mean that God works all things together for our good? How is that different from 
saying all things that happen to us are good? Why is it hard to trust that bigger picture sometimes? 
What helps you gain a God-sized perspective on your life? 
 
 
 
Paul is working and at the same time doing ministry. They are not distinct and foreign categories, 
but they happen in the stream of life for Paul. In the USA we have tended to privatize religion and 
separate it from all other aspects of life. How separate or integrated is your work life with your 
faith? 
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The Jewish community had an exemption from the Roman Empire that allowed them a higher 
freedom of religion than most people groups at that time. How was that used by God in this 
chapter? 

When Paul returns to Antioch, he cuts his hair, possibly as a sign of the Nazarite vow or, more 
likely, a personal vow. Why do you think he does this? What is the importance of free will vows 
before God? Have you ever taken a short-term vow that focuses your heart and proclaims 
something true about God? 

We are introduced to Apollos, who was a talented and courageous public speaker. He was very 
sincere but needed training in a more complete story of Jesus and His Church. Aquila and Priscilla 
come alongside him and disciple him. Apollos reacts with humility and an openness to learn. How 
is that similar to or different from our church experience today? What relationships do you have 
in your life that are helping you mature in your faith? Who are you helping to mature in their faith? 

Applying Truth 
Paul exemplifies moving at the speed of the Holy Spirit. He doesn’t wait for a vision to start moving 
in a direction. He uses his mind and network to take the steps that seem best, but when God speaks 
or redirects, he is quick to obey and adjust. Commit your plans for this week to God, be wise, and 
listen for His direction in your life. May you live life at the speed of the Holy Spirit this week. 
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