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Overview 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 Acts 1:8 

In Chapters 1-7, we see the story of two temples unfolding as the early Christians try to navigate 
how both are part of the Jewish community and yet they are also different. The tensions between 
the early Church and the local religious leaders come to a boiling point, resulting in the martyrdom 
of Stephen. Persecution breaks out and sends the young Church scattered in all directions. What 
seems to be a likely end to the story is ultimately used by God to turn the page and write a new 
chapter.   

In fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8, the Church continues to spread to the whole world. Acts 
Chapters 8-12 recount some of the earliest stories of how Jesus continued to build His Church 
outside the bounds of Jerusalem in the neighboring regions of Judea and Samaria. It is there that 
the Church begins to wrestle with its evolving identity and starts to grow in its understanding of 
God’s grace for all people.  

Chapters 13-18 detail the first two missionary journeys of Paul. These trips are met with varying 
degrees of “success,” and yet, even in difficult situations, the Word of God continues to flourish in 
new and surprising ways. Jesus is sending the miraculous message of hope to the ends of the earth. 

In Chapters 19-28, Paul continues on his 3rd and final missionary journey. The man who began his 
journey on a road to Emmaus would be forever changed by what he experienced there. By God’s 
grace, he saw the light and was used by God to build His Church. Luke ends his narrative with 
Paul testifying to God’s grace while under house arrest in Rome. There is no grand finale, no 
cinematic explosion of events. Luke’s testimony ends with a very human, and very realistic, 
account of Paul and the early Church. Why is that? Because Acts ends where it begins: with Jesus. 
This isn’t about the acts of the apostles; it is the acts of Jesus. The Church isn’t about spiritual 
superstars or unobtainable individuals; it is about men and women who are led by the Holy Spirit. 

How to use this guide 
This guide is meant to help you understand and respond to God’s Word. Each chapter will give a 
basic overview, some key questions to ask, and prompts for how to apply it to your life. When you 
come to read God’s Word, whether you are in a small group or on your own, take time to come 
before God in worship. Ask Him to lead and guide your time. Ask for grace to read, listen, and 
respond as He leads.   
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Acts 19: Exorcisms and Riots 
Overview 
Acts 19 begins Paul’s third missionary journey in earnest. After arriving in Ephesus (at the end of 
Chapter 18), Paul settles in and spends two years ministering in the area. Many events happened 
over this two-year period, and yet Luke chose to focus on four major events: Paul’s interaction 
with disciples of John the Baptist (vv. 1-7), Paul’s confrontation with Jewish exorcists (vv. 8-20), 
Paul’s future missionary travel plans (vv. 21-22), and finally, conversions and conflict in Ephesus. 
In each of these passages we see how the Church makes an impact on the world around it. 

 

~Read Acts 19~ 
 

Key Questions 
Paul met disciples of John the Baptist who were proclaiming baptism and repentance. They had 
not yet heard of Jesus and what had so recently transpired in Israel. Were these 12 disciples of John 
Christians? What was the difference between John’s baptism and Jesus’ baptism? How “close” is 
“close enough” when it comes to believing in the message of the gospel? 

 

 

 

Acts is a book of transitions. Luke records a number of events (Apollos and the disciples of John 
needing an update, tongues and prophecy as an immediate sign of conversion, etc.) which would 
stand out today. What is the difference between description and prescription in the Bible? How do 
we tell the difference? 

 

 

 

God is uniquely working through Paul as a mediator of His power to the point that even touching 
his clothes (as we saw with Jesus) brings a miraculous effect. This was an amazing display which 
had not previously been seen in Acts. What do you think it was about the situation that prompted 
this display? 
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The Jewish exorcists presumably had some previous experience and success (given their 
occupation) in combating evil forces. And yet, they were unprepared and overwhelmed by what 
they encountered. Why do you think that is? Can non-Christian sources influence or engage with 
the spiritual realm? What is ironic about the demon knowing Jesus? What is the difference between 
magic (which was revered and accepted in Ephesus) and a miracle? 

 

 

 

Those who came to trust in Christ divested themselves of cultic and magic practices. Why didn’t 
they just add this new belief to their existing beliefs? How do we know what Christianity is 
compatible with? What implications does that have for living in a pluralistic society? 

 

 

The growing Church impacted the city around it. While Paul was not antagonistic nor directly 
attempting to take income away from the silversmith’s guild, the outcome of changed lives and 
beliefs made an impact which caused a disturbance. What impact do you believe the Church 
should have in our city? 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
In two years, followers of “the Way” had become a talking point (for good or for bad) in almost 
every corner of the city. People were changing their minds and changing their way of living. It was 
so noticeable that it caused real financial concern for some groups. This didn’t take place because 
of a campaign to cancel magic practices or a boycott of the idol industry. It came about from people 
who made personal choices in a public manner. God calls each of us to follow after Him in our own 
lives while we tell of the hope within us to those around us.   
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Acts 20: Bored to Death at Church 
Overview 
This represents the beginning of the end for Paul. After years of missionary travels, he is beginning 
his final journey to Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit has revealed to him that this is a journey he will not 
come back from. Sensing the finality of the moment, Paul sets out to ground the disciples in 
foundational truths so that he will leave behind an altar to God that will continue to thrive even in 
his absence. 

~Read Acts 14~ 
 

Key Questions 
Consider the list of names given in the beginning of this chapter. What is unusual about that list, 
and what does it say about Paul’s ministry? 

 

 

 

 

The text notes that they broke bread “on the first day.” That phrase only appears 3 times in Luke’s 
writing: twice in Acts and once in Luke. What is significant about it? Try a “Bible keyword search” 
online if you are unsure.  

 

 

 

How is the “first day” different from what Paul and the other Jewish Christians had previously 
practiced, and what spurred the change? 
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Why was Paul preaching for so long? What does the Bible tell us about how skilled Paul was or 
was not as a public presenter? A “young man” (likely between 8-14 years old) grew so tired during 
Paul’s message that he fell from a window and died. Paul immediately went down to Eutychus 
(whose name means Lucky!) and raised him back to life. This is Paul’s final miracle recorded in the 
book of Acts. How is it similar or different from his other miracles? Why do you think this was his 
final miracle? 

Undaunted, Paul continues preaching until sunrise. Paul brought his knowledge and gifts in 
building up the Church, but what did the congregation bring? 

Why might Paul have wanted to get to Jerusalem by Pentecost? 

Paul gives a farewell address to the Elders and overall Church leadership. When you step back and 
consider that this chapter began with a long list of names and ended with a charge to key spiritual 
leaders, what does that imply about Paul’s ministry? 
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Paul exhorts spiritual leaders to commend themselves to God’s Word and God’s grace. Why are 
those two things so foundational? 

 

 

 

Paul knows that in his absence wolves will come from within and from without. What does he 
mean by this? How do you know a wolf, and who is responsible to name one as such? How does 
this challenge the modern notion that each person’s opinion is equally as valid and should be 
respected? 

 

 

 

Paul’s farewell speech is not so much a testament to what God did through him as it is an 
exhortation to what God can do through men and women who are following after God’s Spirit. Do 
you believe that God could use you to create such a radical impact in the world you live in? How 
do you think Paul would answer that question for you? 

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
There is a call on your life. You may not hear it and you may not believe it, but it exists. This call is 
an invitation to something greater, something more. The names you read in Acts 20 are mostly 
people you have never heard of. But God knew them, and He called them. They became a part of 
building something truly significant, something truly important. They accepted a call to be captive 
to God’s Word and captivated by His grace. What do you hear? 
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Acts 21: A Painful Goodbye 
Overview 
Acts 21 contains two distinct sections: Paul’s journey to Jerusalem and Paul’s arrival and arrest in 
Jerusalem. In the first section we see Paul interacting with the community of faith as he sets his 
sails and his heart towards Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit revealed what the fate of Paul would be to 
multiple believers and prophetesses, leading many to conclude that Paul should turn back. 
Through tearful goodbyes he continues forward while taking the advice of James and other Elders 
to take a holy vow in order to assuage those who have peddled false accusations and questioned 
his commitment to Judaism. These concessions make little difference, however, as a riot and 
persecution ensue which leads the local Roman authorities to capture Paul and break up the mob 
violence taking place.  

 

~Read Acts 21~ 
 

Key Questions 
How many individuals do you see who are uniquely sensitive to the Spirit’s leading in this chapter? 
Take a moment to describe how different they all are. Is this something for a unique few or is it 
something else? Do you know someone who is uniquely sensitive to the work of the Holy Spirit 
today? How does one become sensitive to the work of the Spirit?  

 

 

 

Many understood what the Spirit revealed, but they differed on what was required. Knowing what 
could happen is not the same as knowing what to do when something does happen. What were 
the different perspectives on the Spirit’s revelation? How did the community handle these differing 
opinions? What are some moments like this today, and how do we handle it? 
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Paul’s question as to why they are breaking his heart shows the emotional intensity of the scene. 
The term in Greek is also used for beating a rug to clean it, and their continued pleas felt like 
hammering blows on Paul’s emotions. How do emotions play a part in our spiritual discernment? 
How do we allow for the full range of human expression while recognizing its limitations? Finally, 
what does it look like to respect another person’s spiritual journey and see God’s hand in it? 

 

 

 

 

Paul was now infamous in Jerusalem for his work with the Gentiles. Much of this tension was from 
false information and misunderstandings. How did James advise that Paul respond and why? Was 
it strictly necessary for Paul to do this? What is the balance between what is necessary for the 
individual and what is helpful for the community?  

 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Unity amidst diversity is a hallmark of Jesus’ Church. It is not simply that people come from all 
corners of the Earth, but that we are individuals with our own ideas, experiences, and passions. 
The truly mature believer cares deeply, engages routinely, and responds humbly. May you have 
the grace this week to re-engage the world around you with the humility of Jesus inside you.   
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Acts 22: The Problem with Cultural Christianity 
Overview 
Paul gives a defense of his actions by reviewing his impeccable upbringing and by identifying with 
the crowd’s zealousness. Unlike them, however, he was deputized to carry out their same 
intentions and did so with fervor. In many ways, he was like them and just as misguided. He 
describes his life-changing encounter with Jesus and his efforts to be faithful in following the call 
that the God of Israel had placed on his life. This speech is cut off as the crowd erupts in anger 
which causes the commander to order that Paul be brought back in for punishment. His 
punishment is stalled at the revelation that Paul is a natural-born citizen of Rome.    

 

~Read Acts 22~ 
 

Key Questions 
Earlier, we see Paul speaking to the Romans in Greek. Now we find Paul addressing the Jewish 
crowd in a dialect of Hebrew. What is Paul’s reason for switching languages here? What does that 
say about Paul’s strategy? 

 

 

How would you summarize Paul’s defense? What do you think the look on his face would be when 
he talked? What would his tone sound like to the crowd? How does he address them? 

 

 

Look back at the previous chapter. What were the accusations made against Paul? In reading his 
defense, does Paul speak to those specific accusations? Where else in the book have you seen 
speeches cut short? 

 

 

Why do you think Paul waited until he was inside the garrison, ready to be whipped, before he 
revealed his citizenship? 
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Israel was at a fever pitch of rising nationalism and anti-Roman sentiment. How did that rising 
nationalism and, on the other side, concern for an uprising against Rome affect how each 
responded to the Church? 

 

 

 

Both the Jewish people and the Romans were concerned that Christianity was a threat to their 
order. Was that true? 

 

 

Does Paul see a conflict in being both Jewish and Christian? How does this fit with his admonition 
not to burden Gentiles with Jewish customs?  

 

 

Luke’s purpose is not just to record Paul’s journey, but also to reveal and defend the roots of the 
Church. How does this account fit into any questions and concerns “Theophilus” (see chapter 1) 
might have had? 

 

 

Extreme nationalism and moralized cultural norms become barriers to the growth of the early 
Church. How did they handle that tension? How should we handle that tension? 

 

 

Applying Truth 
Paul was zealous in following his cultural and religious heritage. But zeal without knowledge can 
lead one astray. When he encountered the risen Jesus, everything shifted. He saw the way in which 
calcified tradition kept him from the very thing that tradition proclaimed. His concerns were no 
longer obsessed with culture wars and political one-upmanship. He was now a part of something 
bigger. May God grant each of us a vision as big as Paul’s.    
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Acts 23: What to Do When Life Feels Out of Control 
Overview 
Failing to quell the mob in the previous chapter, the Roman Tribune calls the religious leaders to 
come and interrogate Paul. The council descends into a brawl when Paul places his position 
squarely in line with the Pharisees’ belief in the resurrection. The Tribune barely has time to remove 
Paul from the scene before he is killed. Paul’s nephew uncovers a plot by 40 men to kill him and 
informs both Paul and the Tribune, which results in Paul’s being sped away late at night under 
guard to the regional governor, Felix. 

~Read Acts 23~ 
 

Key Questions 
How does Paul address those he is speaking to and how would you describe his defense? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s defense is cut short as he is struck in the face. Paul’s response is quick and angry. Do you 
think Paul lost his temper here, and if so, how does that humanize him within the text? How does 
this challenge our never-affirmed, but often-implicit, idea that God only uses those who are 
perfect? 
 
 
 
 
 
What does a whitewashed wall mean? Look up Matthew 23:27-28 for context. What would a 
modern whitewashed wall look like? 
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Upon being rebuked, Paul claims that he did not recognize the high priest. What are some reasons 
he may not have recognized him? 

Paul recognizes the divided religious factions within the room and intentionally places his 
situation directly at the fault line. Why would he do that? Who else is watching this proceeding 
besides the Jews? 

What is ironic about the Jews’ unity in helping Rome “find truth” ultimately devolving into 
tribalism? 

Paul has had various plots against his life, and each time God has revealed this to him in time for 
him to escape. In what ways is this similar and in what ways is this different? What is the irony of 
Rome defending Paul’s innocence and providing him safe passage to testify before the regional 
ruler? 

Forty men had committed to killing Paul before they ate or drank anything. What did that say 
about the intensity of their anger? What consequences do you suppose they would endure if 
successful? What do you think happened to those forty men when Paul escaped? 
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Why does Christianity make some people so angry, and why are we so surprised when we see it? 
 

 

 

 

The Tribune affirms for Felix (and for Theophilus) that Paul is not seditious or a danger. His only 
infraction is an internal religious conflict with the Jewish people. At the time of Luke’s writing, 
Rome had shifted its opinion on Christianity. Why does remembering the roots of our faith matter 
as the global Church navigates ever-changing governments throughout history? 
 

 

 

 

Applying Truth 
God’s plan for our lives often has twists and turns that we do not see coming. Paul was likely 
placing this trail as theological in nature in order for Rome to remove itself from the situation. Paul 
had intended to witness in Jerusalem, but God sent him to witness in Rome. God used the Roman 
occupation to protect and escort Paul as he shared his story with the most influential person in the 
region. God’s plans may involve twists and turns in your life, but when they do, ask Him for 
guidance and trust His intent. All things are not good, but we affirm with countless men and 
women throughout our history that He works all things together for good. 
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Acts 24: How to Live in Defeat 

Overview 
Paul’s trial is brought before Governor Felix. The trial begins with a legal representative for the 
Jewish leaders named Tertullus who, after an ingratiating opening, outlines a case that Paul is a 
social disrupter from a dangerous sect who has desecrated the temple. Paul responds to these 
claims by noting that he has a clear conscience before God and is guilty only of maintaining the 
thoroughly Jewish hope of the resurrection. Felix defers judgment and places Paul under a form of 
house arrest. During that time, he and his wife speak with Paul while awaiting a new judgment or 
a bribe. 

 

~Read Acts 24~ 
 

Key Questions 
We know nothing about Tertullus except that he is hired to legally represent the Jewish leaders 
who are present for the trial. Beyond these individuals, who is conspicuously absent from the 
proceedings? 
 
 
 
 
Tertullus refers to Paul as being from a sect of the Nazarenes, while Paul refers to himself as part 
of “the Way.” This is an unusual and intentional way to refer to Christians. Given that Felix is 
governor of the region, why would Tertullus choose that title? 
 
 
 
 
Paul asserts his innocence and reiterates that he has lived his life endeavoring to have a clear 
conscience before God. What does it mean to have a clear conscience? How does one live a life with 
a clear conscience, and how would your life be different if that were true of you? 
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Paul uses this opportunity to make a confession of faith instead of simply giving a confession of 
innocence. He was determined to use every opportunity to testify about Jesus. What are some 
examples for how that might look today? What are some reasons people hesitate to do that in their 
own lives and trials? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Felix defers judgment and Paul is placed under house arrest. “Losing” and being right in the center 
of God’s plan for your life can look eerily similar. How does one know the difference? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Felix and Drusilla were both well aware of the Way and Jewish customs and yet they also had a 
sordid past. Drusilla was the daughter of Herod Agrippa I and was of the highest social order. 
Felix, who had been married twice before, had convinced her to leave her husband and marry him. 
Historians in that area, particularly Josephus, noted his lack of character in his personal and 
political spheres. 
 

 

 

 

 

What specifically did Paul discuss with them? How was that different from his normal topic of 
conversation? Why did Paul’s words make Felix nervous? 
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What early New Testament character does this story remind you of? 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean to speak the truth in love without respect to persons? Does your truth-speaking 
change depending on who you are around? 

 

 

 

 
Applying Truth 
What looked like a defeat was part of God’s inside-out and upside-down way of redemption. Paul 
was not sidelined; he was exactly where he needed to be. He was writing much of what we read 
today in the New Testament, encouraging the Church at large, speaking grace and truth at the 
highest cultural levels, all while free from harassment and persecution. There are no closed doors 
with God. When we follow Him, we can trust that we are exactly where He wants us. Look around 
you with the eyes of faith and see all that God has for you today. 
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Acts 25: Jesus vs. Politics 

Overview 
We ended Chapter 24 with Felix stepping down from his post as Governor. In Chapter 25, we 
interact with his replacement, Festus, who is determined to pick up Paul’s case which had been 
shelved for the previous two years. He unknowingly protects Paul from an assassination attempt 
by not moving the prisoner but by going to visit him in person instead. Paul is found to be innocent 
of any charges, and instead of re-engaging in the local courts, he requests to be sent to Caesar and 
the highest court in Rome. Festus is unsure of how to frame the conflict and invites his visiting 
guest, King Agrippa, to address the situation. 

 

~Read Acts 25~ 
 

Key Questions 
What was surprising about Festus’ decision to visit Paul instead of sending for him? How did God 
use that in His divine plan? Have you stopped to consider how God is working on your behalf 
even when you don’t see it? 
 

 

 
Even two years later there were many people who wanted to assassinate Paul. His closed door was 
not intended to keep Paul in; it was intended to keep evil out. How does this challenge our 
interpretation of the closed doors in our lives? 
 

 

 
Festus is indeed prompt and more efficient than his predecessor, but he also succumbs to some of 
the same political infighting and favoritism. When Paul says, “as you well know,” what is he 
referring to? 
 

 

 



THE ACTS OF JESUS STUDY GUIDE | 22 

Why is it harder to believe that God is in control when people are manipulating or bringing in their 
bias? Is God more or less constrained in those moments? 
 

 

 

 

What are a couple of reasons Paul may have chosen to go to Rome and appeal to the current Caesar, 
Nero? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s emphasis on the Roman courts and his Roman citizenship keeps him from the unjust courts 
of the Jews. In the beginning of Acts, how did Rome and Jerusalem identify this group called the 
Way? How does that association change by the end of the book? 
 
 
 
 
What is the irony in Festus’ being unable to describe why he is sending Paul to Rome? 
 
 
 
 
 
While visiting the area, Herod Agrippa and his wife Bernice ask to hear from Paul themselves. This 
is Herod Agrippa II, whose father (Herod Agrippa I) killed James in Acts 12 and whose great-
grandfather (Herod the Great) commanded infanticide at Jesus’ birth. His wife has her own sordid 
history that survives in historical accounts to this day. What is the irony of them sitting in judgment 
over Paul? 
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There is a lot of concern and sleep lost by politicians and judges. What does Paul’s scenario teach 
us about how to get a good night’s sleep?  
 
 
 
 
 

Applying Truth 
God’s plan doesn’t always look the way we imagine. For all of its faults and failures, the Roman 
legal system becomes a safe haven for the Church. Felix, Festus, Herod, and Bernice all have their 
own levels of corruptness and moral failure, and yet God’s will is done. When we pray for those 
over us, we do so not because we need them to change before God’s will is accomplished. We pray 
for them so that they and those under them will thrive while God’s will is accomplished. Do not 
let political tensions overthrow your spirit, but trust in the King of Kings and pray that His will be 
done here as in heaven.  
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Acts 26: You Need a Vision for Your Life 

Overview 
Paul gives perhaps his most compelling defense recorded in the book of Acts. Unlike his previous 
trials with Felix and Festus, Paul emphasizes the fact that Herod is well-acquainted with the Jewish 
scriptures and customs. Instead of presenting the purely legal side of his case, Paul uses this 
opportunity to witness to the truth of his claims about Jesus. Herod and Festus both react with 
incredulity and, after establishing his innocence, conclude that his imprisonment could have ended 
if it were not for his appeal to Caesar. 

 

~Read Acts 26~ 
 

Key Questions 
Unlike the Jewish leaders in the previous chapter, Paul is representing himself to the highest 
politicians in his area. He follows a classic oratory order in his defense: exordium (prologue, vv. 2-
3), narratio (narration, vv. 4-18), confirmatio (confirmation, vv. 19-20), refutatio (refutation, v. 21), and 
peroratio (concluding appeal, vv. 22-23). Think through Paul’s upbringing and testimony. In what 
ways did God use all aspects of Paul’s life as a witness for Him? 
 
 
 
 
We often compartmentalize our religious side from the rest of our life. How can God use all aspects 
of our life, influences, and past for Him? What areas might you be compartmentalizing? 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s defense is not really about his innocence, as that has already been established. His defense 
is around his life mission. How would you describe Paul’s life mission based on this passage? 
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Do you have a mission that compels you on a weekly or daily basis? How would you state that? If 
you do not, how do you go about defining one? 
 
 
 
 
 
Festus responds that Paul must be insane to believe in a resurrection. Indeed, many people are 
afraid to speak of their faith for sounding weird or crazy to their friends and co-workers. What was 
Paul’s perspective on this? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s desire was that everyone would be like him in following after Jesus. His life was dedicated 
to being a witness. How popular is the concept of converting others to your religion today? Why? 
Based on Festus and Agrippa’s responses, how popular was it then? 
 
 
 
 
 
Festus responds that Paul could have been freed “if only…” How do you think Paul viewed his 
situation? 
 
 
 

Applying Truth 
Paul was not disobedient to that heavenly vision. It radically changed how he interpreted his past 
and it radically changed how he lived in the present. His defense before Agrippa was more than a 
retelling of an event two years ago; he was explaining the core and drive of his life. May God grant 
each of us a vision so compelling that we are never the same because of it. 
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Acts 27: Jesus Didn't Calm the Storm 

Overview 
Paul sets sail on his final journey to Rome. After two years of being under house arrest, the time 
has finally come for him to head towards his audience with Nero to bear witness to the hope that 
is within him. He is accompanied by a Roman centurion and placed on a prison transport. When 
the weather turns against them, Paul unsuccessfully advises that they turn back. Things go from 
bad to worse, and yet Paul encourages them that God is in control and will spare them if they 
continue forward. After a dramatic series of events, they run aground on a small island with little 
but their lives intact. 

 

~Read Acts 27~ 
 

Key Questions 
When they land in Sindon, Paul is allowed (likely with an escort) to visit fellow believers. Each 
prisoner was responsible for their own supplies, so the believers’ practical and financial support of 
Paul at this point is critical. What are some modern-day illustrations of this? 
 
 
 
The level of freedom Paul enjoyed is surprising. Why do you think he enjoyed such freedom and 
influence while under guard? 
 
 
 
When the winds begin to turn, Paul warns them that if they continue they will experience great 
loss. Is this a prophecy or Paul’s experience speaking? Was everything Paul said and did divinely 
inspired? How did he balance when it was him speaking versus when God was speaking? 
 
 
 
Paul lets them know that he was right, not to salt the wound, but to raise his credibility at this 
important moment. At what point on this journey was he confident they would survive, and why? 
What does that imply about his thinking before that point? 
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What is strange about the angel’s assurance? If someone in the Church were making this story up 
today, how do you think it would have gone differently? 
 
 
 
Why don’t God’s favor and will save Paul from the storm? Why don’t God’s favor and will save 
you from your storms? 
 
 
 
The other passengers experienced divine protection and blessing because of Paul’s presence. The 
text implies that would not have been the case if he were not there. Where else in scripture do you 
see the idea that the blessing of the righteous overflows to those around them? 
 
 
 

Applying Truth 
Storms in life come for us all. Like Job’s friends, we must be careful not to judge too quickly why 
the storm is happening. Often, the journey God has us on is intended to teach us something we 
wouldn’t learn otherwise. We often pray that Jesus will calm the storms battering our lives, but 
Paul saw that God’s plan led him through the storm. Whether it calms or endures, don’t look 
towards the storm; look towards the Lord of the storm. 
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Acts 28: Normcore Christians 

Overview 
The people of Malta benefit from aiding Paul just as he benefits from sheltering with them during 
the winter months. He heals their sick and befriends their leaders. They send Paul and his 
shipmates off with supplies as the fully intact crew heads towards Rome. Upon arriving, Paul 
connects with believers who live there and becomes a witness to all who would listen to the 
incredible story of resurrection and hope. He finishes his story by boldly proclaiming Jesus is Lord. 

 

~Read Acts 28~ 
 

Key Questions 
The most likely location for Paul’s shipwreck is the modern-day island of Malta. The NIV translates 
the local populace as “islanders” while the ESV translates it as “native people.” The Greek word 
underneath these translations is barbaroi which was an unflattering term used for people whose 
language sounds nonsensical (to a Greek or Latin speaker, that is). This is where we get the term 
“barbarian”. Why is this a fitting place for Paul, given the overall premise of the book of Acts?  
 
 
 
 
As they come to discover, native does not mean naïve, and barbarian does not mean barbarous. In 
what ways do we limit God when we limit who we believe He uses? 
 
 
 
 
Paul is bitten by a poisonous snake and yet simply shakes it off and keeps working. In what way 
does this typify Paul’s beliefs and Paul’s life? 
 
 
 
 
On other occasions we find Paul simply declaring divine healing over a person. Here, he isn’t 
declaring, but he is praying that God would intercede. Why do you think that is? 
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After wintering in Malta for 3 months, they finally continue and conclude their journey in Rome. 
Paul does exactly what he came to do: be a witness to those around him. How must Paul have felt 
when he finally arrived after this whole ordeal? How do you think he would have summarized the 
lessons he learned over the last 3 years? 

The story concludes with Paul awaiting an audience with Nero. Do you like how the book ends? 

Luke ends his account with Paul as a prisoner who is shipwrecked, bitten by a snake, a refugee in 
foreign lands, who finally arrives to live under house arrest in a city he had never lived in before. 
Many people mistakenly view Paul as the “divine man” who seems otherworldly. How does this 
ending adjust that picture? 

How does the very realistic ending reinforce, in a surprising way, the premise of Luke’s work and 
the premise of our sermon series? 

Applying Truth 
Paul was faithful. He lived his life with a vision that compelled him and with a sincere conviction 
that carried him through difficult times. His life touched countless others, and God used him to 
fight for the very thing Paul once tried to crush. But as amazing as Paul was, he wasn’t unique. His 
God was unique. His God IS unique. May you receive God’s call, may it compel you to live a life 
of faith, and may your service to Jesus Christ extend out for generations. 
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