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THE BOOK OF REVELATION STUDY GUIDE 
Why should we study Revelation?   

2 Timothy 3:16 says “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness.” That includes the book of Revelation! This book 
may be about the future, but it also has a lot to say about our lives today. Think about it this way: 
have you ever watched a movie or read a book about time travel? When someone gets a glimpse 
of the future, the good and the bad, they inevitably come back changed. They think differently. 
They act differently. Why?  

Because the future you see shapes the life that you live.  

God has given us a vision of the future in the Book of Revelation. Why? So that we will be 
changed by what we see. If we come to the book of Revelation simply looking for fun facts about 
the future, we actually miss the point of the book. More significantly, we miss an opportunity to 
be changed by this book.  

The BIG Idea and a Roadmap 

Here is how we are going to frame this study: The future you see shapes the life that you live. The 
question then becomes, what do you see, and are you different because of it? 

Each message in this series will do three things: 1) ask a question, 2) explore what we see in the 
text, and 3) encourage what we see to shape us. The study guide will help you dig deeper into the 
text, while sermons will help us keep the big idea in mind.  

Here is a roadmap for where we are going: 

Revelation 4: Why does a vision of the future begin with a vision of God? Because we need 
to see that God is still on His throne. And if that is true of the future, it is true of the messy, 
chaotic world we live in today. If God is on His throne, then we can stop trying to control the 
uncontrollable world around us. He’s got this.   

Revelation 5: What makes Jesus so special? Maybe that seems like an odd question, but the 
answer might surprise you. In Chapter 5, we hear of a lion, but we see a lamb. Jesus is worthy 
because He is both. This beautiful vision teaches a very important lesson: We find our life when 
we give it away.  

Revelation 6: Why hasn’t the world ended yet? There have been (and will continue to be) 
countless predictions on when “the end” will happen. Those predictions were wrong. We don’t 
know the when, but Revelation Chapter 6 gives us insight on the why. God does not want any to 
perish, but desires that all people come to repentance. It hasn’t happened yet because God is 
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merciful in giving people chances to respond. It will happen at some point because God is also 
just. After all, justice without mercy is cold and mercy without justice is false. Too often we see 
these as separate and have a hard time trying to put these together in our own lives. The good 
news is, we can have both because He holds both.  

Revelation 7: Why do some people go to heaven (and others do not)? Many of us grew up 
believing “good people” went to heaven. Revelation 7 paints a picture of heaven being populated 
by a messy multitude of people from all different places and backgrounds. They all have one 
thing in common, however. They know that good isn’t good enough and so they traded their self-
righteousness for something better. We need to do the same.  

Revelation 8-9: Is God cruel? These chapters read more like a horror movie than a book of the 
Bible. There is incredible death and destruction at every turn. Why would God do this? When we 
look closely at the text we find that the plagues aren’t punishment. God is interested in 
discipline…and there is a huge difference between punishment and discipline. When we find 
ourselves being disciplined, we need to learn and grow from it. Don’t waste God’s discipline in 
your life.  

Revelation 10: How should we feel about all of this? It is a fair question. Revelation is not just a 
mental journey, but an experience. John is confronted with how he feels about what has 
happened and what will happen as history marches to eternity. It was a mixed bag for John. When 
we say, “even so come,” knowing what that may mean for unbelieving friends and family, Jesus 
knows it is a mixed bag for us as well.  

Revelation 11: Why does God put us in impossible situations? Sometimes it seems like there is 
no way to win. It certainly was an impossible task for the two witnesses in Chapter 11. There was 
no fairy tale ending. Why does God put us in impossible situations? Precisely because it is 
impossible. If the witnesses “won”, then God’s impossible power wouldn’t have been on display. 
Don’t settle for winning in your impossible situation. The goal isn’t to conquer; it is to be more 
than conquerors.  

A word on interpretation 

In apocalyptic literature, the text is always true, even if it is told in symbolic and fantastic ways. But 
how do we know when to take something as it is literally presented, and when does John expect 
us to see the symbolic meaning instead? The answer to this may have as much to do with our 
theological presuppositions as it does with the particular text. I will be presenting a dispensational 
and pretribulation perspective on the following chapters of Revelation, but regardless of which (if 
any!) position you hold, we all acknowledge that good and godly people can come to different 
conclusions. As is true in all of our biblical interpretation, we should approach the text with faith, 
seeking understanding, and then we hold it with humility. 
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So how do we ensure that we are “profiting” from Revelation and not simply reading it and 
walking away unchanged? 

Tips for Reading Revelation 
Below are seven tips for reading the Book of Revelation well: 

Read it like a Christian. We may find ourselves wondering how this book communicates truth. As 
Christians we come to it believing that it is true. Like any other passage of scripture, we pray for 
the power of the Holy Spirit as we come with faith seeking understanding.   
 
Read carefully. As we seek to interpret the Bible, we begin the grammatical-historical approach, 
taking careful note of the text and its background.  
  
Read contextually. Revelation employs different genres and builds thoughts across its pages. We 
want to keep an eye on the whole book even as we look at its individual sections. Not only do we 
believe that Revelation works in harmony with itself, but that it fits with all of God’s revealed truth.  

  
Read theologically. This is a revelation from Jesus which ultimately points to Jesus. The entire 
scripture centers on Jesus (Christocentric) and points towards Jesus (Christotelic).  
  
Read devotionally. God’s Word has always been about more than “head” knowledge. It is about 
a changed life that looks more and more like our Savior. Read Revelation through the power and 
counsel of the Holy Spirit and be ready to respond to what is revealed.  
  
Read consistently. This book is a lot to take in. Because of that, you should begin with a quick 
overview reading followed by a slower and more detailed reading. This will help you understand 
the parts within the context of the whole.  

 
Read humbly. Scripture says that we see through a glass darkly. We are limited human beings 
who are approaching a truly majestic vision. Even as we form our understandings and beliefs 
about what is said, we do so with humility and a teachable spirit. 

How to Use this Guide 
This guide is meant to help you understand and respond to God’s Word. When you come to read 
God’s Word, whether you are in a small group or on your own, take time to come before God in 
worship. Ask Him to lead and guide your time. Ask for grace to read, listen, and respond as He 
leads.   
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Revelation 4 
Why does a vision of the future begin with a vision of God?  
Because we need to see that God is still on His throne. And if that is true of the future, it is true of 
the messy, chaotic world we live in today. If God is on His throne, then we can stop trying to 
control the uncontrollable world around us. He’s got this. 

Read: Revelation 4; Isaiah 6:1-4; Ezekiel 1:26-28 

 

John looks up and sees a door standing open in heaven and a voice as clear as a trumpet calls to 
him. Do you think this is an ecstatic vision or is it happening in the physical world? Where do you 
think heaven is? 

 

 

 

 

The voice tells John that it will show him what “must take place after this.” The scene that he is 
about to see is going to happen at some point in the future. What does the “must” imply about 
God and history? 

 

 

 

 

John sees a figure seated on the heavenly throne who has an appearance like jasper and 
carnelian. Take a moment to look up those stones. They were often equated with rarity and 
opulence in the ancient world. What do you imagine that looked like? Is this the description you 
would expect John to give? What is missing from this picture, and why? 
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There is a rainbow with the appearance of an emerald around the throne. What is the significance 
of this (think back to Noah and the Ark), and why is it particularly relevant for Revelation?  

 

 

 

 

 

Around this throne are 24 thrones which seat 24 elders. Why 24, and what do they represent?  
Hint! Think 12 from the Old Testament plus 12 from the New Testament. 

 

 

 

 

 

This throne that sits upon a heavenly sea has 7 torches of fire before it. Think back to Chapter 1. 
What does this represent, and what does the imagery convey? 

 

 

 

 

Alongside the throne are 4 heavenly creatures full of eyes. This evocative imagery conveys the 
idea that nothing escapes their sight. Next follows a description of the 4 creatures. How are they 
described, and what traits does this convey about them? 

 

 

 



| THE BOOK OF REVELATION STUDY GUIDE PART 2 

7  

 

 

These bizarre creatures have otherworldly power. What do they do with all of their knowledge 
and strength? What is the greatest role they have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like a song spreading from a center ring, the song of praise is picked up by the elders. What did 
the creatures praise God for, and what did the elders praise God for? How are they similar and 
how are they different?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a lot of things that “must” take place, many of which will be painful and hard. Based on 
their songs of praise, why does God have the right to shape history the way He does, and why 
should we trust Him in it? 
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There is a direct relationship between how clearly you see God and how you worship Him. If you 
were in John’s sandals and saw this vision today, how would it affect your upcoming week? What 
can you do to see the King of Heaven more clearly this week?  
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Revelation 5 
What makes Jesus so special?  
Maybe that seems like an odd question, but the answer might surprise you. In Chapter 5, we hear 
of a lion, but we see a lamb. Jesus is worthy because He is both. This beautiful vision teaches a 
very important lesson: We find our life when we give it away. 

Read: Revelation 5 

In verse 1, we see a scroll in the hand of One who is on the throne. Who is on the throne? Think 
back to Chapter 4. What is implied by the scroll having writing on both sides and sealed 7 times? 

What is in the scroll? The scroll is a representation of God’s sovereign will over history. The 
opening of the scroll is a symbol of the end times being ushered in.  

When the angel calls to all corners of the earth, we find that no one is able to open the scroll. 
Why? 
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Why does John weep here? What do you think that scroll represents to him? To ask it another 
way, what is at risk if it is never opened? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This imagery is intended to be evocative and to present a deeper truth about God’s sovereign 
hand over creation and the final course of history. From the Bible’s perspective then, will humanity 
or nature be able to end itself by itself?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does that mean that we cannot make things worse or better in the meantime? How does God’s 
sovereignty interact with our individual or collective responsibility? 
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John is told not to weep because the Lion of Judah and the Root of David (both Jewish Messianic 
titles) can open the scroll and the seals. What do you imagine John is expecting to see based on 
that description? What do you imagine? 

 

 

 

 

Verse 6 provides a jarringly different image. How is the Lamb described, and what does this 
bizarre description imply about the Lamb? Think back to Chapter 4 and the corresponding Old 
Testament passages.   
 

 

 

 

One of the most surprising and unexpected truths of the Bible is that Jesus is both a powerful lion 
and a slain lamb. Why is that so significant? What would things be like if he were only one or the 
other? 

 

 

 

 

Prayers are viewed in heaven like incense, which is used for worship. Have you ever thought of 
your prayers as a form of worship? What is the difference between seeing worship as a part or 
section of prayer versus seeing prayer itself as worship regardless of the content of the prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BOOK OF REVELATION STUDY GUIDE PART 2 | 

12 

Have you ever felt bad about praying for something? How does this passage reframe that? 

 

 

 

 

 

A new song is sung in heaven to celebrate this moment. According to the song, what are the 
three reasons the Lamb is worthy, and how do they relate to one another? 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice how the song emanates out and keeps spreading throughout creation. How does this 
heavenly vision of religion challenge the idea that God’s work is tied to a particular race, culture, 
language group, or even species? 

 

 

 

 

The Lamb is worthy because His strength was guided by love and self-sacrifice. God’s people both 
worship and serve Him when we do the same. How are you overcoming evil with love? 
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Revelation 6  
Why hasn’t the end happened yet? 
There have been (and will continue to be) countless predictions on when “the end” will happen. 
Those predictions were wrong. We don’t know the when, but Revelation Chapter 6 gives us 
insight on the why. God does not want any to perish, but desires that all people come to 
repentance. It hasn’t happened yet because God is merciful in giving people chances to respond. 
It will happen at some point because God is also just. After all, justice without mercy is cold and 
mercy without justice is false. Too often we see these as separate and have a hard time trying to 
put these together in our own lives. The good news is, we can have both because He holds both. 

Read: Revelation 6 

 

Jesus, who is depicted as a slain Lamb, is going to open the seals, which will bring about death 
and destruction on the earth. What is strange about that idea? 

 

 

 

 

Note that Jesus is opening the seals and not reading the scroll at this point. What is the difference 
between these two things? 

 

 

 

 

We see one of the most famous images in the Book of Revelation: the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse. Many attempts have been made to identify exactly what each horseman represents, 
but being overly prescriptive here misses the larger point of the text. Each represents a more 
general form of evil and destruction.  
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What, then, does each horseman represent, and how do the colors of their horses correspond 
with that? Why are these forms of destruction imagined as riders on horseback? What does that 
imply about these events? 

 

 

 

 

The rider on a black horse is commanded to affect how much food you can buy with a day’s wage 
but the wine and oil is not to be touched. Why? Hint! What is different about farming these 
crops? 

 

 

 

 

The final horseman brings about death on a large global scale. These horsemen should be seen as 
a sequence of events, where one leads to another. What is that sequence?    

 

 

 

 

There is a pause in the breaking of the seals (this 4 then 3 pattern is common in Revelation), and 
we come to see the saints who were martyred. What is implied by the idea that the martyrs are 
under the altar in a heavenly temple? How does God view and reward faithfulness even in 
suffering? Think back to Chapter 5. 
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Why do they ask God to act? Does this seem harsh? What is the difference between avenge and 
revenge? Cf. Psalm 79:10. Whose cause is really at stake here, and how does that speak to our 
view of injustice in the world? 

 

 

 

 

Why does God tell them to wait, and what does that imply about His sovereign plan? In what 
ways is that comforting, and in what ways is that challenging to us? 

 

 

 

 

The first four seals were called forth and allowed to take place. The remaining three seals were 
directly enacted by God. That is a significant difference. Why? Cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:5-9. 

 

 

 

 

 

The sixth seal continues with cosmic disturbances that reveal this isn’t just the ravages of global 
war. It is actually a divine act unfolding before everyone’s eyes. Even the most powerful will 
respond in fear like those running into a cave to seek whatever protection they can find. 
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How would you answer the following question: Why doesn’t God do anything about all the evil 
and suffering in the world? 

 

 

 

 

How should we feel about the phrase, “the wrath of the Lamb”, and how does that fit with Jesus 
on the cross? 

 

 

 

 

So why hasn’t the end happened yet? It hasn’t happened because God is merciful and wants as 
many people to repent as possible. Why will it happen? Because God is just and it is His 
righteousness and holiness at stake. Justice without mercy is cold. Mercy without justice is false. 
Jesus is both a Lion and a Lamb.  
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Revelation 7 
Why do some people go to heaven (and others do not)?  
Many of us grew up believing “good people” went to heaven. Revelation 7 paints a picture of 
heaven being populated by a messy multitude of people from all different places and 
backgrounds. They all have one thing in common, however. They know that good isn’t good 
enough and so they traded their self-righteousness for something better. We need to do the 
same. 

Read: Revelation 7 

 

As difficult as the events of the previous chapter have been, we see that God is still restraining the 
judgment from causing total destruction. What reason does the text give for the restraint? 

 

 

What do you think it means to be sealed by God, and why would it be on their foreheads? Where 
else have we seen something similar in the Old Testament? 

 

 

When most people think of Revelation, they think of the so-called “mark of the beast”. That mark 
will come later in the story as a cheap counterfeit of God’s seal on believers. With that in mind, do 
you think it would be possible for a believer to accidentally get or be tricked into taking the mark 
of the beast? 

 

 

There are two groups that get God’s seal: believing Israelites and believers among the nations. In 
the first group we see 144,000 comprised of 12,000 from 12 tribes. It is too much of a stretch to 
insist this number be taken literally. Instead, we should view it as a mark of completeness. 12 
counted 12 times over would be a lot. Multiplying that by 1000 would be even more remarkable. 
All those of Israel who believe in Jesus as their Messiah will be sealed for eternity.  
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Extra credit: How does this list compare with other listings of the 12 tribes in the Bible? Extra, 
extra credit: How does that mirror what the 12 disciples experience at the beginning of the Book 
of Acts? 

 

God will accomplish His purposes for the Jewish people. His promises will not be revoked. Cf. 
Romans 11:25-29. 

Next, John’s vision expands to include men, women, and children from all the nations who are 
wearing white and praising God. An elder then turns to John and asks rhetorically, who are these 
people, and where have they come from? What is the answer he is given? 

 

 

We will learn more about this “great tribulation”, a time after the rapture but still before Christ’s 
return to rule and reign, in future chapters.  

What does it mean that they washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb? What were their robes 
like before? Many of us are theologically aware of this truth, and yet functionally we believe we 
need to get all of our stains removed before we can approach God. How does this challenge that 
knee-jerk reaction? 

 

 

 

All the pain that they have experienced, as horrific as it was, will be no more. They will live in 
peace, joy, and security. God will shelter His people. What do you imagine that might feel like?  

 

 

 

God will wipe away their tears. Apparently, there is crying in heaven, or at least at this point. Why 
do you think they are crying, and what, then, does God’s wiping away of their tears signify? 
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Revelation 8 & 9 

Is God Cruel? 
These chapters read more like a horror movie than a book of the Bible. There is incredible death 
and destruction at every turn. Why would God do this? When we look closely at the text we find 
that the plagues aren’t punishment. God is interested in discipline…and there is a huge difference 
between punishment and discipline. When we find ourselves being disciplined, we need to learn 
and grow from it. Don’t waste God’s discipline in your life.   

Read: Revelation 8-9 

 

After the brief interlude of Chapter 7, we return to the breaking of the 7th and final seal. When the 
seal is broken, there are about 30 minutes of silence in heaven. Why is the silence appropriate? 
The text seems to imply that the activity of the angels happens during this time of silence until 
the contents of the censer are tossed to the earth. This is followed by a cacophony of sound. If 
this were in a film, what do you imagine it would look and sound like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the prayers of the saints, and why are they depicted as being in a censer? Where else is 
a censer mentioned in the Bible and what was its purpose? What does it imply, then, that the 
censer is filled with the prayers of God’s people?  
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Immediately after the breaking of the seal we find that seven trumpets blast, each of which brings 
some calamity upon the earth. Take time to read about each of the seven trumpets which 
continues into Chapter 9. What do these remind you of in Israel’s history? 

 

 

 

 

What are some of the commonalities between the first four trumpets? 

 

 

 

 

 

While it is tempting to try to figure out how each of these events may occur (e.g., meteorite strike 
or some sort of astrological phenomenon?), John’s goal is not to press the details into modern 
sensibilities as much as it is to understand the big picture. How would you state the big picture 
here? 

 

 

 

 

What similarities are there between the four horsemen and the four trumpets? Think of the scope, 
sequence, and severity.  
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An eagle is imagined as proclaiming three woes upon those who dwell upon the earth, indicating 
that the following three trumpets will be the worst yet. While the first four dealt with people’s 
sources of life and sustenance, the final three will be directed towards humanity itself. As with the 
opening of the seals, we will introduce an interlude between the 6th and the 7th trumpet blast.  

The 5th trumpet (and the first “woe”) is one of the most mysterious passages in Revelation 
because it gives a glimpse of something rarely spoken of in the Bible. An angelic being crashes 
into earth like a star falling from the sky and is subsequently given a key to the shaft of a 
bottomless pit. While this is imagined as coming from underground, there is clearly a spiritual 
dimension to the pit. What does the smoke imply about the nature of the pit? 

 

 

 

 

What is this pit? We are told later that this is the Abyss. In the Bible, the Abyss is a unique place of 
suffering where demons are kept imprisoned. Unlike the demonic forces active yet unseen in the 
world, these demons are cut off and imprisoned until this particular moment (the Abyss is also the 
location Satan will be resigned to during the 1000-year reign of Christ). In Jesus’ day, we read that 
demons feared being sent to the Abyss. Cf. Luke 8:26-31. 

From the pit emerges terrifying demonic creatures that have the appearance of locusts. These 
creatures were allowed to torment those without the mark of God upon their foreheads for 5 
months (which is the typical lifespan of a locust). Why are their attacks limited (excluding the 
grass, green plants, and trees), and what does that imply about their purpose? 
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Various cultures have likened a locust to that of a horse: locust in German is Heupferd  (hay-horse) 
and in Italian cavalletta, (little horse). While these creatures have some resemblance, they are 
something different altogether. Some of these descriptions are intended to be emblematic of 
their terrible mission or strength. What might some of these descriptions communicate about 
their purpose or power? 

 

 

 

 

The King, or the one giving this “army” direction, is an Angel which we know a little about: 
Abaddon (which translates to “destroyer”). This seems to be an agent of God who is goading and 
controlling the demonic forces so that they fulfill God’s purposes for them. This is not wanton, 
out-of-control destruction. It is intentional, controlled, and limited by God’s design.  

As bad as the situation may seem, things are about to get worse as the final two trumpets are 
sounded. The 6th trumpet (and the second woe) signals four angelic beings who have been 
waiting for the appointed time at the river Euphrates, which was an important boundary river 
between ancient Israel and many of the surrounding nations. In John’s day, it also marked the 
edge of the Roman empire, giving the impression that this was coming from beyond the known 
world.  

The four angels release an innumerable and bizarre horde of horses and riders. They are clearly 
demonic like the locusts and yet their purpose is different. How so? 
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The descriptions of these creatures are intended to be overwhelming. There is no real consensus 
in biblical scholarship on what these are or what they could symbolize. Given the fantastic and 
symbolic nature of apocalyptic literature, we would do well not to attempt to press each detail 
too far in our interpretation. What is clear is that a second demonic wave will create incredible 
destruction and bring about death in an unfathomable way.  

Read the final paragraph of Chapter 9. After all these trials and punishments, how do people 
respond? Like the plagues of Egypt, the people of earth face climaxing punishments ultimately 
resulting in widespread death, and they still do not repent.  

 

 

 

 

What are we to think about the judgment of God here? Is it cruel? Pernicious? Vengeful? Before 
we jump to conclusions, notice how we got to this point. From Heaven’s point of view, Jesus came 
as the Prince of Peace, and sinful humanity killed Him. He has been restraining evil in the world 
and His faithful people witness of Him, and yet they have been killed as well. The seals have 
provided warnings for people to turn to God, and still they turn away. Even in the trumpet 
judgments themselves, they start with the least destructive to human life to give people another 
chance to respond before it gets worse. At the end of it all, those who remain still will not repent.  

God’s will is that every person would repent and receive His grace. He has been patient and has 
given people every chance. But God is also a God of justice, and when every chance to seek mercy 
has passed, there is no longer any excuse or doubt about where people stand. As dramatic as 
these chapters may seem, when we zoom out, we find they are part of a larger story of a gracious 
God who gives chance after chance. 

How does this make you think differently about God’s justice?  
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Revelation 10 
How should we feel about all of this?  
It is a fair question. Revelation is not just a mental journey, but an experience. John is confronted 
with how he feels about what has happened and what will happen as history marches to eternity. 
It was a mixed bag for John. When we say, “even so come,” knowing what that may mean for 
unbelieving friends and family. Jesus knows it is a mixed bag for us as well. 

Read: Revelation 10 

 

Read the description of the mighty angel in verse 1. What features does John describe? Try to find 
how each of these elements draws from imagery in the Old Testament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John is not intending to give us specific dimensions of how large this angelic being is, but rather 
an evocative glimpse of its scale. Try to imagine, for a moment, what that would look like if you 
were in John’s position. As terrifying as the creatures in the preceding chapters have been, how 
would they compare to this angel? 
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As terrifying as the trials and challenges in our life can be, is God’s victory ever truly in doubt? 
Why, then, do we so frequently worry and doubt? What would it be like to see the problems in 
your life next to the power of God? Consider the problem in your life that seems too big to 
handle. Now try to imagine that person or thing next to this angel.  How does this shift your 
perspective? 

 

 

 

 

 

John hears seven roars of thunder, each containing a message. As a prophet, John prepares 
himself to write down what he hears. What is he told, and how is that different from earlier 
instructions in the book? 

 

 

 

 

 

The angel holds his right hand up to heaven (where the throne of God is) and makes an oath that 
there will be no further delay, that the 7th trumpet would be sounded, and the mystery of God 
would be fulfilled. What do you think that mystery could have been? Note: A mystery in 
apocalyptic literature is something that has been revealed through visions but is still unknown to 
those who have not seen the vision.  
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What was the message of the seven roars of thunder? We can only conjecture since John did not 
write it down. One possibility is that it concerned further trials and warnings for humanity, urging 
them to repent and turn to God. Since mankind will not repent, further warnings will be of no use. 
In a similar way, Jesus stopped performing signs for those who would no longer listen. More 
proof and warnings would only further harden their hearts and deepen their sin.  

 

 

 

 

John comes forth to take the scroll as instructed by the angel. What do you think was on the 
scroll? How does the last verse of the chapter help us understand what the scroll contained? 

 

 

 

 

 

The prophet is told that he must eat the scroll. Keep in mind the fantastic and symbolic nature of 
this vision. What does eating the prophecy he must give imply? Where else in the Bible do we find 
a prophet “eating” a scroll of prophecy? 

 

 

 

 

Those who desire to proclaim God’s Word must first internalize and metabolize it. A prophet, after 
all, is not simply a recording on playback. The words are mediated through them truthfully, 
through their voice. How do you internalize the Word of God? 
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It was predicted that the scroll would taste sweet but would become bitter once it entered the 
stomach. What do you think that means? Was it not really sweet? Did it change? Or something 
else? 

 

 

 

 

John gets a vision of future events. He is given insight into the trials ahead, the coming of God’s 
kingdom, and the Final Judgment. Given the horrors he has already witnessed and now a view of 
what is to come, how does he feel about it? Pause for a moment to write a sentence or two about 
how you feel (not think!) about what you have read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For John, it was an emotionally mixed bag. Perhaps it is for you as well. On one hand is the idea 
that God is finally going to make everything right and the suffering of the righteous will be 
replaced with eternal joy. The prophet has shed many tears, and the thought of having them 
wiped away by Christ in eternity is certainly sweet. However, the path to that end is fraught with a 
lot of pain and death. Judgment, even righteous judgment, is a hard sight to behold. It was okay 
for John to be honest with both feelings, a little sweet and a little sour. When we pray to see 
God’s will and justice, we might feel a little of both as well. If so, we are in good company.  
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Revelation 11 
Why does God put us in impossible situations?   
Sometimes it seems like there is no way to win. It certainly was an impossible task for the two 
witnesses in Chapter 11. There was no fairy tale ending. Why does God put us in impossible 
situations? Precisely because it is impossible. If the witnesses “won”, then God’s impossible power 
wouldn’t have been on display. Don’t settle for winning in your impossible situation. The goal isn’t 
to conquer; it is to be more than conquerors.   

Read: Revelation 11 

 

This chapter, and its opening verses in particular, are widely debated by biblical scholarship. It is a 
difficult text and so we need to approach it with humility as we seek to understand it.  

Revelation Chapter 11 zooms out from the timeline of events and takes a different perspective on 
what is unfolding. I will be presenting this chapter as events that take place soon after the rapture 
of God’s people, which will begin the seven-year period known as the tribulation in earnest. 

John is told to measure various parts for a temple that is to be rebuilt in Jerusalem. John is told to 
include an altar for worship, but to exclude the outer court. The outer court was traditionally 
reserved for Gentile converts, among others, who could come to worship God but were not 
allowed into the inner courts. Why is John told to exclude them in his design? What did Paul have 
to say about this wall after the advent of Christ and His resurrection? Cf. Ephesians 2:14. 

 

 

 

 

 

The temple is allowed to be rebuilt in the Holy City (Jerusalem), and yet it will not be without 
controversy or contention. This is easy to imagine given the tensions that already exist in 
Jerusalem today! For 42 months, or 3.5 years, there will be a rising tension and conflict between 
the rebuilt temple of God and the watching world.  
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God will assign two prophets of old to proclaim His message to the masses who are watching all 
of this occur. Who could these prophets be? Who else in scripture possessed the powers they 
display? 

 

 

 

 

They are called to proclaim truth in a hostile environment. Though some attempt to kill them, 
they are preserved. Their charge is to use divine signs to keep the watching world focused on 
their message. Can you imagine speaking truth in a hostile environment for 3.5 years? Would you 
want that job? 

 

 

 

 

Our tendency is to believe that if God puts us in a seemingly impossible position, then He will do 
the impossible before our eyes and we will be vindicated before everyone involved. But when 
they finished their witness, what happened to them? Does that feel “fair?” 

 

 

 

 

God’s protection seems to dry up and the “beast” will rise, challenge them, and ultimately kill 
them. That’s not the most inspiring of endings for God’s chosen prophets. To add insult to injury, 
their desecrated bodies are celebrated. Previous generations of believers found it impossible to 
imagine how the whole world could see this simultaneously and celebrate their demise. We 
understand it differently today. Did God’s protection fail? Or did He let them die? Which option is 
more disturbing? Is God still faithful to you even when He doesn’t rescue you? 
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Their bodies lay rotting for three and a half days. Note how this correlates to the 42-month period 
mentioned earlier. What is significant about them being dead for over three days? Think back to 
Jesus and the raising of Lazarus. 

 

 

 

 

 

After three and a half days, God calls them home now that their assignment was done. Think 
about that carefully. Their assignment included 3 dead and desecrated days. Does that seem 
harsh or unloving of God? Would God allow Himself to go through that? Would God allow His 
Son to go through that? 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian life is one that follows the Lion of Judah who became the Lamb who was slain for 
our salvation. Our God is a God of self-sacrifice. He is a God who overcomes evil with love, even 
at personal expense. And those who bear His name find no higher calling than to do the same. 

What happens after they ascend into heaven? The text tells us that their words had sunk in with 
some of those who listened. Even after the deaths of the two prophets, many came to know and 
worship God. These people will become a seed group who will go on to share Christ with the rest 
of the world in the years to come.  
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If you stopped the story at the prophets’ deaths, would it seem like their lives back on earth 
mattered? Things look different when you keep reading the story, however. Don’t judge your 
impact based on where you are in the impossible place God has put you. Trust that He knows 
what He is doing, that the story will continue, and one day, by God’s grace, you will see it and 
thank Him for it.  

The 7th trumpet is finally blown and some of the most famous verses in Revelation are uttered. For 
many of us, when we read these verses, they remind us of the famous “Hallelujah Chorus.” We 
often hear these words and that song as a song of triumph. What is ironic, and incredibly 
beautiful, about these verses following the death and resurrection of two witnesses in a seemingly 
impossible position?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take heart. God’s hallelujah chorus is born from some of the most challenging, seemingly 
impossible moments of our lives.  
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